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Judges  refer  decision  to  full  court 


Court  Rules  in  Favor  of  Gay  Student  Group 


By  Marcos  Bislicas-Cocoves 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  a 
2-1  decision,  the  District  of  Col¬ 
umbia  Court  of  Appeals  ruled  on 
July  30  that  Georgetown  Universi¬ 
ty  may  not  refuse  recognition  to 
gay  and  lesbian  student  groups. 
However,  the  court  has  referred 
the  decision  to  its  full  panel,  where 
it  will  be  reviewed  before  the  year’s 
end. 

The  ruling  has  its  beginnings  in 
1980,  when  three  students,  two 
professors,  and  the  gay  and  lesbian 
groups  of  the  undergraduate  pro¬ 
gram  and  the  law  school  of 
Georgetown  brought  suit  against 
the  Roman  Catholic-affiliated 
university.  Neither  of  the  student 
groups  could  get  chartered  by  the 
school,  and  were  thus  denied 
university  funding,  office  space, 
use  of  telephone  lines,  and  office 
supplies. 

The  suit  against  the  university 
charged  illegal  discrimination  on 
the  basis  of  sexual  orientation 
under  the  District’s  human  rights 
law,  which  states  in  part  that  “it  is 
an  unlawful  discriminatory  prac¬ 
tice...  for  an  educational  instuti- 
tion  to  deny,  restrict,  or  abridge, 
or  condition  the  use  of  or  access  to 
any  of  its  facilities  and  services  to 
any  person  otherwise  qualified 
...for  a  discriminatory  reason 
based  upon  race,  color,  religion, 
national  origin,  sex,  age,  marital 
status.  Dersonal  aonearance.  sex¬ 
ual  orientation,  family  responsi¬ 
bility,  political  affiliation,  source 
of  income,  or  physical  handicap.” 

Both  parties  in  the  original  suit 


agreed  that  there  was  discrimina¬ 
tion,  but  disagreed  as  to  its  legali¬ 
ty.  Georgetown  argued  that  the 
human  rights  statute  could  not  be 
applied  to  the  university  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  school’s  religious  af¬ 
filiation,  and  that  such  application 
would  constitute  violation  of  its 
right  to  freedom  of  religion.  The 
case  was  referred  to  summary 
judgment  in  the  Superior  Court  of 
the  District  of  Columbia;  in  1981 
the  judge  in  the  case  found  that 
Georgetown  was  indeed  dis¬ 
criminating  by  not  allowing  equal 
access  to  the  institution,  but  had 
every  right  to  do  so  as  a  religious 
institution. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  over¬ 
turned  the  lower  court’s  ruling, 
and  found  that  the  District’s  over¬ 
whelming  interest  in  eradicating 
discrimination  outweighed  the 
university’s  minimal  interest  in 
refusing  to  recognize  and  thus  en¬ 
dorse  the  groups.  Specifically  re¬ 
garding  the  issue  of  endorsement, 
the  decision  stated,  “The  recogni¬ 
tion/endorsement  at  issue  here 
would  mean  no  more  than  ‘official 
tolerance’  of  gay  rights  groups  — 
given  that  Georgetown,  without 
violating  Catholic  teaching 
already,  but  unofficially,  permit¬ 
ted  [the  groups]  to  use  the  Univer¬ 
sity’s  name  and  facilities  like  any 
other  group.” 

The  court  decision  addressed 
the  constitutional  question  of 
which  right  takes  precedence:  the 
school’s  right  to  free  exercise  of 
religion,  or  the  government’s 


Funds  taken  from  other  programs 

Higher  AIDS 
Budget  Proposed 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
Reagan  Administration  requested 
an  additional  $45.7  million  to 
combat  AIDS  on  July  19,  but  pro¬ 
posed  that  the  new  funds  be 
diverted  from  other  programs,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Indian  Health  Service. 
The  request  followed  threats  by 
Congress  to  subpoena  internal 
documents  of  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Human  Services 
(HHS)  evaluating  AIDS  funding 
levels  for  Fiscal  Year  (FY)  1986, 
which  begins  October  1 . 

The  amendments  to  the  ad¬ 
ministration’s  budget  proposal  ask 
for  an  additional  $5  million  for 
FY  ’85,  bringing  the  revised 
estimate  for  the  year’s  spending  on 
AIDS  to  $109  million.  The  original 
1985  budget  had  allocated  approx¬ 
imately  $97  million  for  AIDS. 

Further,  HHS  requests  for  FY 
’86  were  augmented  by  $40.7 
million,  for  a  total  of  $126  million. 
This  represents  an  increase  of 
almost  48  percent  over  the 
initially-proposed  $85.5  million 
appropriation. 

The  request  follows  Represen¬ 
tative  Henry  Waxman’s  (D-CA) 
July  12  letter  to  HHS  Secretary 
Margaret  Heckler,  in  which  he 
threatened  to  subpoena  internal 
documents  in  which  HHS  staff  re¬ 
viewed  their  budget  and  personnel 
needs  for  FY  ’86.  Waxman 
stressed  that  Congress  must  have 
the  document  because  of  the 
gravity  of  the  health  crisis  and  be¬ 
cause  the  House  would  soon  be  re¬ 
viewing  HHS  appropriations. 


The  records  Waxman  requested, 
and  which  formed  the  basis  of  the 
revised  budget  proposal,  had  been 
compiled  at  the  order  of  Acting 
Assistant  Secretary  for  Health 
James  O.  Mason.  Mason  had 
asked  agencies  within  the  Public 
Health  Service  (PHS)  of  HHS  to 
reassess  their  programs  and  submit 
budget  proposals  for  the  next  year 
to  the  department.  Mason  turned 
over  the  compiled  information  to 
the  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget  in  June.  On  July  12,  Wax- 
man  requested  the  information  by 
July  22,  or  a  Congressional  sub¬ 
poena  would  be  forthcoming. 
Congress  received  the  report  on 
July  19. 

The  $40.7  million  for  FY  ’86  has 
two  components.  First,  approx¬ 
imately  $22  million  would  be 
allocated  for  public  education. 
The  majority  of  this,  $14.7 
million,  is  slated  for  community 
health  education  and  risk  reduc¬ 
tion,  to  be  supervised  by  the 
Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC).  The  CDC  would  adminis¬ 
ter  this  program  covering  all  50 
states  in  conjunction  with  local 
groups.  The  remainder  of  the 
money  proposed  for  education, 
almost  seven  million  dollars, 
would  go  to  the  15  communities 
across  the  country  hardest  hit  by 
AIDS.  This  campaign,  aimed  at 
people  in  at-risk  groups,  would  de¬ 
termine  community  rates  of 
HTLV-III  antibody  positivity,  and 
evaluate  appropriate  responses, 

Continued  on  page  3 


obligation  to  forbid  discrimina¬ 
tion.  The  decision  reads,  in  part, 
“the  real  question,  therefore, 
is  whether  the  District’s  compel¬ 
ling  interest  in  enforcing  the 
[human  rights]  act  requires  that 
Georgetown  accord  appellants  not 
only  equal  access  to  facilities  but 
also  equal  citizenship  —  a  status 
available  only  through  offical 
recognition.  The  answer  is  yes.  To 
hold  otherwise  would  be  to  impose 
an  intangible  but  significant  ‘con¬ 
dition’  on  the  right  to  non- 
discriminatory  access  which  the 
human  rights  act  condemns.” 

Robert  Keyes,  president  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Association  of 


Georgetown  University  Law 
Center,  called  the  ruling  “a  victory 
for  the  students.”  He  said  that  the 
University’s  position  “exacerbates 
the  problem”  of  homophobia  at 
the  school.  Ron  Bogard,  attorney 
for  the  plaintiffs  in  the  original 
suit,  said  the  ruling  is  important 
because  it  is  the  first  real  test  of  gay 
and  lesbian  rights  laws  against  a 
religious  or  quasi-religious  party, 
and  that  a  finding  in  the  case  either 
way  is  precedent-setting. 

The  case  will  be  heard  by  the  full 
panel  of  the  court  of  Appeals  this 
fall.  The  student  groups  must  pre¬ 
sent  their  brief  in  September,  while 
the  university  must  present  its  brief 


in  October. 

In  a  related  development, 
Georgetown  is  still  waiting  to  re¬ 
ceive  $70  million  in  bonds  to  re¬ 
finance  university  construction. 
The  bonds  have  been  denied  to  the 
university  because  of  its  refusal  to 
comply  with  the  human  rights  act. 
A  proposal  for  an  additional  $130 
million  in  city  bonds  for  the 
university  for  the  next  fiscal  year  is 
now  before  the  city  council.  Local 
activists  speculate  that 
Georgetown,  prompted  by  desire 
for  the  bond  money,  began 
negotiations  earlier  this  summer 
with  the  student  groups. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Dukakis'  positions  hit 


El  Comite  and  Duke  Watch 
Join  Together  in  Protest 


By  John  Kyper 

BOSTON  —  In  one  of  this  city’s 
rare  bilingual  gay  and  lesbian 
demonstrations,  fifteen  people 
picketed  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis  with  both  English  and 
Spanish  placards,  during  the  of¬ 
ficial  opening  ceremonies  of  Puer¬ 
to  Rico  Week  on  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing,  July  27.  The  action  in  front  of 
the  State  House  here  was  spon¬ 
sored  jointly  by  El  Comite  Latino 
de  Homosexualesy  Lesbianas  de 
Boston  and  by  the  Dukakis  Watch 
Task  Force  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee. 

Demonstrators  circled  on  the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  the  main  steps 
for  two  hours,  while  the  Governor 
read  his  proclamation,  a  children’s 
dance  troupe  went  through  their 
steps,  and  several  Latino  members 
of  the  National  Guard  raised  the 
Puerto  Rican  flag  to  a  rifle  volley 
that  kept  misfiring. 

Besides  the  usual  “Dump 
Dukakis”  signs,  pickets  also  read, 
“Nadie  sera  libre  hasta  que  todos 
seamos  libres”  (nobody  will  be 
free  until  we  all  are  free)  and  ”  In¬ 
justice  para  uno  es  injusticia  para 
todos”  (injustice  for  one  is  in¬ 
justice  for  all). 

Both  organizations  produced 
flyers  in  Spanish  to  explain  the  ac¬ 
tion  to  Spanish-speaking  Puerto 
Rico  Week  participants.  The 
Continued  on  page  3 


El  Comite,  Duke  Watch  demonstrators.  State  House,  July  27 


“Nadie  serf  libre  hasta  que  todos 
seamos  libres”  (nobody  will  be 
free  until  we  are  all  free) 


Public  or  private  acts? 

25  Arrested 
in  P’town  Busts 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

PROVINCETOWN,  MA  — 
Since  early  July,  Provincetown 
police  have  arrested  a  number 
of  men  for  allegedly  having  sex 
on  the  town’s  beaches.  Area  ac¬ 
tivists  estimate  that  25  arrests 
occurred  over  a  three-week 
period  in  July.  Those  arrested 
have  been  charged  with  “unna¬ 
tural  acts,”  which  is  a  felony. 

Janice  Platner,  an  attorney 
for  two  of  the  men  charged  who 
has  also  had  extensive  ex¬ 
perience  in  “rest-stop”  arrests, 
said  that  some  of  the  men  ar¬ 
rested  pleaded  to  “sufficient 
facts”  (facts  sufficient  to  sup¬ 
port  a  conviction  without  a 
direct  admission  of  guilt)  and 
were  found  guilty.  But  at¬ 
torneys  with  whom  GCN  spoke 
said  judges  usually  continue 
such  cases  without  a  finding, 
thus  sparing  the  individual 
from  a  felony  conviction. 

Describing  the  context  within 
which  the  arrests  were  made, 
Platner  said  they  were  on  town 


beaches  at  3:00  a.m.,  under  a 
wharf.  Platner  said  the  laws 
under  which  the  men  were  ar¬ 
rested  are  selectively  enforced 
against  gay  men,  that  the 
charges  brought  were  unusually 
severe,  and  that  the  men  were 
arguably  engaged  in  private, 
not  public  acts,  as  covered  by 
the  law.  “Just  because  it  is  out¬ 
doors,  it  is  not  necessarily  a 
public  place,”  she  said,  adding 
that  at  the  very  least,  the  men 
could  have  been  charged  with 
trespassing,  a  misdemeanor. 
“Definitely  there  are  cops  who 
are  into  this,”  said  Platner, 
who  believes  that  some  police 
officers  use  this  as  a  way  to  pad 
their  felony  arrest  records. 

One  activist,  who  preferred 
not  to  be  identified,  told  GCN 
that  the  arrests  have  sparked 
the  revitalization  of  the 
Provincetown  Human  Rights 
Coalition. 

“It’s  that  time  of  year  —  be 
careful,”  summarized  Platner. 


=  Page  2  •  Gay  Community  News,  August  10,  1985 


News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

"Many  leaders  and  activists  of  that  organization 
[National  Coalition  Against  Domestic  Violence]  have 
organized  pro-homosexual  and  pro-lesbian  sessions, 
trying  to  make  the  case  that  spousal  abuse  is 
somehow  inherent  in  the  marriage  relationship.  In 
short,  the  country  may  need  to  spend  $600,000  to 
combat  domestic  violence,  but  it  doesn’t  need  to 
spend  one  red  cent  to  finance  liberal  anti-family  ac¬ 
tivism.” 

—  Patrick  McGuigan,  director  of  the  ultra¬ 
conservative  Institute  for  Government  and  Politics  of 
the  Free  Congress  Foundation,  in  a  press  release 
June  1 1 ,  referring  to  a  $625,000  federal  grant  that  was 
awarded  to  the  National  Coalition  Against  Domestic 
Violence,  as  reported  in  the  New  York  Times,  July  10, 
1985 

*  *  * 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  In  response  to  complaints 
from  several  Congressmen  and  conservative 
organizations  that  the  Coalition  is  a  "pro-lesbian, 
hard-core  feminist”  group,  Attorney  General  Edwin 
Meese  3d  has  blocked  award  of  the  grant,  pending 
review.  The  grant  was  to  be  awarded  June  12  follow¬ 
ing  a  showing  of  the  Coalition’s  new  film,  “Battered 
Wives,  Shattered  Lives.” 

A  letter  authored  by  U.S.  Rep.  Mark  Siljander 
(R-MI)  and  signed  by  24  House  members,  called  the 
Coalition  anti-Reagan,  anti-family,  radical  feminist, 
and  pro-abortion,  among  other  supposedly  libellous 
accusations,  according  to  Laurie  McLaughlin, 
general  staff  for  the  Coalition.  In  addition  to  the 
pressure  from  the  Free  Congress  Foundation,  an  arti¬ 
cle  in  the  June  11  Washington  Times  said  conser¬ 
vatives  were  upset  that  feminists  are  “exploiting  ef¬ 
forts  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  family  violence.” 

McLaughlin,  who  told  GCN  she  believes  Sil¬ 
jander  has  since  contacted  Meese  to  withdraw  his 
original  letter,  said  the  Coalition,  which  represents 
the  majority  of  shelters  in  the  U.S.,  is  "fighting  back 
with  a  real  grassroots  campaign.”  She  said  there  has 
been  enormous  support  for  the  organization,  but  that 
the  grant  is  “still  on  hold  —  we  have  heard  nothing.” 
Meese  recently  returned  from  London  and  the  review 
process  is  expected  to  begin  soon,  she  said. 

McLaughlin  added  that  the  Justice  Department 
plans  to  award  a  grant  to  the  Eagle  Forum,  a  conser¬ 
vative  group  headed  by  notoriously  anti-feminist  and 
anti-lesbian/gay  Phyllis  Schlafly.  The  Eagle  Forum 
grant  is  to  be  used  for  so-called  “prevention”  of 
domestic  violence,  said  McLaughlin. 


black  writers  in  new  england 

BOSTON  —  Black  Writers  in  New  England,  a 
bibliography  of  books  by  and  about  Afro-American 
writers  associated  with  this  region,  has  been  issued 
as  part  of  the  Collection  of  Afro-American  Literature. 
The  Collection  is  a  joint  project  of  Suffolk  University 
and  the  Museum  of  Afro-American  History,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Boston  African  American  Na¬ 
tional  Historic  Site,  a  component  of  the  National  Park 
Service. 

The  bibliography  lists  information  about  Black 
writers  who  were  born  in  New  England,  or  who 
studied,  lived  or  worked  there,  and  includes  a  listing 
of  books  by  or  about  them  available  in  the  Collection 
of  Afro-American  Literature. 

The  author  of  the  bibliography  is  Edward  Clark, 
professor  of  English  at  Suffolk  University.  The 
bibliography  costs  $10  postpaid  and  may  be  ordered 
from  Mildred  F.  Sawyer  Library,  Suffolk  University,  8 
Ashburton  Place,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


rosie  jimenez  day 

BOSTON  —  On  October  3,  1978,  Rosie  Jimenez, 
a  Chicana,  died  in  Texas  from  an  illegal  abortion.  She 
was  the  first  documented  case  of  many  who  suf¬ 
fered  serious  injuries  or  died  as  a  result  of  the  federal 
cut-off  in  Medicaid  funding  for  abortion.  In  com¬ 
memoration  of  her  death  and  as  a  way  to  refocus  at¬ 
tention  on  the  ongoing  attacks  against  reproductive 
rights,  a  coalition  of  groups  is  forming  to  organize  a 
Boston  action  on  or  around  October  3  of  this  year. 

Possible  activities  include  showing  the  film  La 
Operacion,  which  depicts  sterilization  abuse  in  Puer¬ 
to  Rico,  and/or  a  forum  with  emphasis  on  the  lack  of 
funding  for  abortion,  sterilization  abuse,  lesbian  and 
gay  foster  parent  and  custody  rights,  and  health  care 
for  women. 

The  first  planning  meeting  will  take  place  August 
12,  7:30  p.m.  at  the  U/Mass  Boston  lounge,  100  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  All  are  welcome.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tract  the  Reproductive  Rights  National  Network 
Boston  group  at  (617)  625-9279. 


ny  assembly  passes  housing  bill 

ALBANY  —  The  State  Assembly  here  passed  a 
law  forbidding  discrimination  in  housing  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  orientation  on  June  25,  according  to 
Chicago  Gay  Life  and  the  Washington  Blade.  The  bill 
is  now  dormant  in  a  State  Senate  committee,  and 
awaits  action  when  the  body  reconvenes  in  the  fall. 

The  bill  was  sponsored  by  liberal  Assembly- 
persons  William  Passante  (D-Manhattan)  and  Steven 
Saunders  (D-Manhattan),  as  well  as  by  conservative 
anti-abortion  legislator  John  Flanagan 
(R-Huntington).  The  bill  passed  the  Rules  Committee 
and  was  brought  to  the  floor,  where  it  passed  76-62 
after  a  two-hour  debate. 

Observers  say  there  is  little  chance  of  the  bill 
passing  the  Senate.  However,  Chuck  Hitchcock  of 
the  New  York  State  Lesbian  and  Gay  Lobby  called  the 
bill  “historic.”  "It’s  the  first  time  any  gay  rights  bill 
has  gotten  through  either  house,”  Hitchcock  said. 

Peter  Drago,  Governor  Mario  Cuomo’s  liaison  to 
the  lesbian  and  gay  community,  said  that  although 
the  bill  may  have  a  25  percent  chance  of  passage,  he 
thinks  that  it  is  “dead  for  this  year,  but  it  could  be 
resurrected  next  year,  which  is  an  election  year.” 

Cuomo  has  pledged  to  sign  the  bill  if  it  reaches  his 
desk. 

—  filed  from  Boston  by  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 


crackdown  on  gay  sex  in  school  for 
deaf 

WILSON,  NC  —  In  a  crackdown  on  “alleged 
homosexual  acts”  between  young  males  at  the 
Eastern  North  Carolina  School  for  the  Deaf,  state  of¬ 
ficials  have  punished  three  students  and  have  moved 
to  increase  supervision  of  students  during  night 
hours,  according  to  the  Front  Page. 

An  investigation  by  the  Wilson  County  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Social  Services  (DSS),  apparently  prompted 
by  a  complaint  from  a  staff  member  or  “concerned 
citizen,”  found  that  three  boys,  aged  11,  12,  and  13, 
willingly  participated  in  sex  on  the  night  of  March  10. 
The  attendant  on  duty  that  night  was  reportedly 
unable  to  force  open  a  door  blocked  by  the  youths 
with  a  door  stop.  DSS  workers  questioned  the  boys 
through  the  use  of  anatomically  correct  dolls  and  an 
interpreter  who  is  independent  of  the  school. 

As  a  result  of  the  investigation,  one  of  the  three 
boys  has  been  isolated  from  other  students  during 
night  hours  for  the  rest  of  the  year  and  school  staff 
spoke  with  parents  of  all  three  youths. 

The  director  of  DSS,  Jerry  A.  Smith,  accused  the 
Department  of  Human  Resources  of  violating  state 
law  by  not  providing  adequate  supervision  for 
students  at  the  schools  between  the  hours  of  10  p.m. 
and  6  a.m.  and  said  the  school  needed  training  pro¬ 
grams  for  recognizing  “abnormal  sexual  behavior.” 
“The  entire  student  population  is  at  risk  due  to  staff 
shortages  and  lack  of  staff  training,”  wrote  Smith  in  a 
letter  last  month  to  Human  Resources  Secretary 
Phillip  J.  Kirk,  Jr. 

Ronald  F.  Wilson,  acting  superintendent  of  the 
school  since  July  1984,  said  the  school  has  included 
sex  education  in  its  curriculum  since  the  1983-4 
school  year  and  began  in-service  training  for  staff  in 
the  current  year.  The  content  of  the  education  classes 
or  in-service  training  program  is  unclear. 

Dr.  Richard  Rideout,  the  state  director  of  the 
schools  for  the  deaf,  pledged  that  six  more  night  at¬ 
tendants  would  be  added  to  the  staff  immediately, 
but  questioned  the  findings  of  the  investigation. 
Rideout  said,  “You  start  asking  these  questions,  and 
you  just  don’t  get  valid  answers....  This  is  a  rather  nor¬ 
mal  age  for  exploring  body  parts  and  that’s  what  they 
were  doing.”  He  added,  “I  think  to  imply  that  there  is  a 
homosexual  ring  or  activities  like  that  going  on  every 
night  is  preposterous.” 


reproductive  rights  in  north  Carolina 

RALEIGH,  NC  —  For  the  past  month,  reproduc¬ 
tive  rights  have  been  the  center  of  attention  in  this 
state’s  legislature.  Abortion  opponents  introduced 
four  bills  that  would  have  severely  restricted  women’s 
access  to  abortion.  Three  of  the  four  bills  concerned 
North  Carolina’s  abortion  fund,  which  provides 
money  for  abortions  for  low-income  women. 

One  of  the  bills,  introduced  by  Representative 
Richard  Wright,  would  have  replaced  the  current  fund 
with  donations  from  taxpayers,  who  would  check  a 
box  on  their  returns  saying  they  wanted  to  contribute 
a  dollar.  A  two-thirds  majority  was  needed  to  pass  the 
bill,  but  the  vote  was  only  59-49  in  favor. 

A  bill  introduced  by  Senator  John  Jordon  would 
have  replaced  the  abortion  fund  with  a  sterilization 
fund,  although  the  state  already  funds  sterilizations 
of  low-income  people.  Jordon  said  he  wanted  to  “give 
low-income  people  freedom  of  choice,”  although  his 
bill  does  not  provide  any  options  other  than  steriliza¬ 
tion.  The  bill  was  sent  to  a  subcommittee  for  further 
study. 

The  bill  that  would  have  been  most  damaging  to 
the  fund  and  stood  the  greatest  chance  of  passing 
was  a  bill  proposed  by  Senator  Ollie  Harriss.  Harriss’ 
bill  would  have  cut  the  $1.3  million  fund  to  $374,500 
and  would  have  severely  restricted  its  use.  One  of  the 
bill’s  opponents,  Senator  Melvin  Watt,  said  Roe  v. 
Wade  guaranteed  women’s  right  to  abortion  and 
therefore  the  question  was  not  whether  abortion  was 
right  or  wrong  but  whether  or  not  poor  women  had  the 
same  rights  as  wealthy  women. 

The  bill  would  have  allowed  a  state-funded  abor¬ 
tion  only  in  cases  where  two  doctors  agreed  the 
mother’s  life  was  endangered  or  the  fetus  was  "ab¬ 
normal,”  the  pregnant  woman  was  fifteen  years  or 
younger,  or  the  pregnancy  resulted  from  rape 
reported  within  72  hours  or  incest  reported  within  30 
days.  The  bill  needed  majority  approval  from  both 
houses,  but  was  defeated  in  the  Senate  by  a  15-15 
vote  and  therefore  was  not  considered  by  the  House. 
As  a  concession  to  abortion  opponents,  the  Senate 
voted  to  divert  $450,000  to  prenatal  programs,  leaving 
$924,500  for  abortions. 

A  fourth  bill,  which  would  have  required  unmar¬ 
ried  women  under  18  to  get  a  parent’s  or  judge’s  per¬ 
mission  before  having  an  abortion,  was  stalled  by  its 
two  main  opponents,  Reps.  Mickey  Michaux  and 
Peggy  Stamey.  The  legislature,  which  is  wrapping  up 
its  session  now,  is  not  likely  to  have  time  to  consider 
the  bill  before  recess.  A  related  bill  would  have  re¬ 
quired  doctors  to  inform  parents  when  their  children 
obtained  birth  control.  Although  the  bill’s  supporters 
claimed  that  birth  control  for  teenagers  “is 
diametrically  opposed  to  Christianity,”  the  bill  was 
killed  by  a  House  committee. 

—  filed  from  Winston-Salem,  NC  by  Marie  Godwin 


latinos  lack  access  to  info  re:  aids 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Unidad,  the  newsletter  of  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Latinos  Unidos,  Inc.,  reports  that 
segments  of  the  Latino  community  are  not  receiving 
adequate  information  about  AIDS.  Health  officials 
speaking  at  a  community  forum  held  April  10  at  White 
Memorial  Medical  Center  said  language  and  cultural 
barriers  have  prevented  information  about  AIDS  from 
going  out  to  all  parts  of  the  Latino  community.  Glenn 
Kennedy,  assistant  director  of  the  AIDS  Project-Los 
Angeles,  said  his  group  has  been  reaching  out  to  the 
Latino  community,  but  admitted  the  project  has  only 
one  fluent  Spanish-speaker  and  needs  more. 

Among  Latinos  in  the  county,  there  were  seven 
AIDS  cases  diagnosed  in  1982,  23  in  1983,  and  41  in 
1984,  according  to  county  statistics.  With  five  others 
diagnosed  as  of  February  28  of  this  year,  and  three 
more  prior  to  1982,  the  total  comes  to  79. 


lesbian  fantasy  and  sci-fi 

OAKLAND,  CA  —  WEBS  INVIOLATE,  a  lesbian 
fantasy  and  science  fiction  journal,  is  now  seeking 
submissions  for  publication.  The  journal  is  “devoted 
to  the  present  dreams  and  past/future  imaginings  of 
our  Lesbian  culture  and  heritage.”  Fiction,  reviews, 
interviews,  essays,  journal  excerpts,  letters, 
dialogues,  graphics,  political  analyses,  poetry,  etc. 
composed  by  lesbians  are  welcome.  All  submissions 
should  be  accompanied  by  an  SASE  and  graphics 
should  be  camera  ready.  Send  all  inquiries  and  sub¬ 
missions  to  P.O.  Box  1 1469,  Oakland,  CA  94611-1469. 
Subscription  prices  are  $6  for  one  issue,  $25  for  five 
issues  (personal),  $35  for  five  issues  (institutions). 


in  commemoration  of  hiroshima  and 
nagasaki 

BOSTON  —  A  seven-region  tour  by  14  Japanese 
A-bomb  survivors  (Hibakusha)  highlights  a  nation¬ 
wide  campaign  in  commemoration  of  the  1945  U.S. 
atomic  bombings  of  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki.  The 
campaign  —  "40  days  to  stop  40  years  of  the  arms 
race”  —  is  sponsored  by  Mobilization  for  Survival 
(MOBE)  and  also  includes  nonviolent  actions  at  40 
U.S.  nuclear  weapons  facilities;  the  Shadow  Project, 
which  involves  spray-painting  human  shadows  to 
symbolize  the  vaporizing  effects  of  a  nuclear  blast; 
“Fallout,”  a  street  theater  piece;  and  bus  and  subway 
ads  in  metropolitan  areas. 

The  Hibakusha  will  speak  in  more  than  70  cities 
and  towns  across  the  U.S.  from  late  July  through 
August  10.  Call  the  national  coordinator  of  the  tour, 
Tara  Moore,  at  (212)  533-0008  for  details. 

In  Boston,  the  Hibakusha  will  speak  August  6  at 
12:30  p.m.  at  Government  Center.  A  vigil  will  be  held 
from  8  a.m.  to  12  noon  at  Park  St.  Station.  For  more  in¬ 
formation  on  local  actions,  call  Boston  MOBE  at  (617) 
354-0008. 
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Latino,  Gay  Bars  Face  Neighbors’ Complaints 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Several 
Central  Square  bars,  including  two 
gay  bars,  are  facing  disciplinary 
action  before  the  Cambridge 
License  Commission  following  the 
complaints  of  neighbors  who 
claim  the  clubs  create  noise,  litter, 
crime,  and  traffic  problems.  The 
fight,  which  has  taken  up  two  full 
evenings  before  the  license  com¬ 
mission,  has  divided  the  neighbors 
and  raised  charges  of  bigotry. 

The  clubs  facing  disciplinary  ac¬ 
tion  before  the  three-member 
commission  —  Latin-O’s,  T.T.  the 
Bear’s  Place,  Man  Ray,  and  Cam¬ 
pus  —  serve  gay  men  and  lesbians, 
Latinos,  and  Blacks.  The  hearings 
for  T.T.  the  Bear’s  have  been  post¬ 
poned  because  the  establishment  is 
in  bankruptcy.  ' 

Neighbors  say  the  bar  business 
has  generally  grown  and  has  at¬ 
tracted  increasing  numbers  from 
outside  the  Cambridge  area.  Man 
Ray  is  relatively  new  to  the  area, 
and  T.T.’s  recently  added  live 
music.  One  resident,  Anna 
Temillo-Greenspan,  told  the  com¬ 
mission  that  the  establishments 
have  moved  from  being  neighbor¬ 
hood  bars  to  loud  entertainment 
establishments  where  drinking  is 
encouraged. 

The  residents  have  claimed  that 
they  have  tried  negotiating  with 
the  clubs,  but  to  no  avail.  But  the 
clubs  deny  this.  Latin-O’s  recently 
installed  additional  soundproofing 
to  their  building  and  the  manager 
of  Campus,  Marvin  Hoefer,  said 
that  the  club  “has  been  trying  to 
work  with  them  on  it,”  and  added, 
“but  they  got  powerful  and  then  it 
got  to  be  a  shouting  match.” 

Residents  who  appeared  before 
the  commission  on  July  23  and  Ju¬ 
ly  30  had  several  complaints: 

•  Noise:  Residents  claim  that 
the  music-can  be  heard  outside  the 
clubs  and  it  keeps  them  awake.  In 
addition,  they  say  patrons  leaving 
the  establishments  late  at  night  are 
loud  when  they  leave.  The  noise  of 
exiting  patrons  included  loud  con¬ 
versations  as  well  as  noise  from 
automobiles. 

•  Ray  Santilli  of  the  Cambridge 
Police  Department  said  a  study  of 
police  logs  indicated  the  number 
of  calls  to  police  about  the  area  to 
be  “somewhat  on  the  heavier 
side.” 

•  Traffic:  Residents  say  that 
cars  park  in  resident-only  areas  as 
well  as  other  illegal  areas.  They  say 
that  the  increase  in  parking  creates 
public  safety  hazards.  George 


Teso  of  the  Traffic  and  Parking 
Department  said  his  department 
found  247  violations  over  a  three- 
day  period  in  June.  He  said  that  a 
check  of  cars  in  the  area  revealed 
that  only  12  percent  belonged  to 
Cambridge  residents. 

•  Litter:  Residents  testified  that 
plastic  cups,  bottles,  and  cans  are 
strewn  about  the  neighborhood. 

“We  understand  their  problems 
and  want  to  be  a  good  neighbor,” 
said  Campus  manager  Hoefer.  He 
said  the  bar  has  placed  signs  out¬ 
side  the  building  asking  patrons  to 
be  quiet  and  also  put  out  some 
trash  cans.  He  said  the  bar  is  will¬ 
ing  to  work  on  the  noise  and  park¬ 
ing  problems  with  the  neighbors. 
However,  some  residents  have 
claimed  that  the  bars  have  become 
serious  only  as  a  result  of  the  li¬ 
cense  commission  hearing. 

There  have  been  rumors  that  it  is 
dislike  for  the  groups  being  at¬ 
tracted  to  the  neighborhood  — 
gay,  Latino,  and  Black  people  — 
that  has  fueled  the  neighbors’ 
complaints.  Hoefer  says  he 
doesn’t  know  if  it  is  a  matter  of 
discrimination.  But  one  resident, 
Paul  Schlaver,  in  his  testimony 
before  the  commission,  said  the 
complaints  did  not  arise  out  of 
“prejudice.” 

Although  the  residents 
presented  the  commission  with 
over  350  signatures  on  a  petition 
detailing  the  complaints,  some 
residents  told  the  commission  they 
had  been  misled  by  the  Franklin 
Street  Citizen’s  Group  when  they 
were  asked  to  sign.  One  man, 
Daniel  Gonzalez,  said  he  originally 
signed  it  when  he  was  told  it  would 
raise  the  public  awareness  of  some 
of  the  problems  that  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  was  having.  However,  when 
it  became  clear  that  the  citizens’ 
group  was  attempting  to  close  the 
businesses,  he  had  people  in  his 
building  sign  a  petition  disavowing 
the  Franklin  Street  group  as  their 
voice. 

Gonzalez  identified  himself  as  a 
patron  of  some  of  the  area  bars. 

Unlike  many  bars  which  are 
located  in  commercial  areas,  large¬ 
ly  deserted  at  night,  there  is  a  large 
concentration  of  residents  in  the 
area  and  in  the  case  of  Man  Ray, 
there  is  an  apartment  building  ad¬ 
jacent  to  the  establishment.  While 
many  of  the  residents’  complaints  ~ 
were  general,  that  is,  not  tied  to  a 
particular  club,  some  complaints, 
particularly  about  music  volume, 
were  specific.  Some  residents  kept 


logs  of  problems  which  they 
presented  as  evidence  to  the  com¬ 
mission.  In  addition,  residents 
have  raised  questions  about 
whether  proper  permits  had  been 
obtained  to  add  Man  Ray  to  the 
area.  Man  Ray,  which  has  been  de¬ 
scribed  as  a  “New  York  style  art 
bar,”  is  connected  by  a  passage¬ 
way  to  Campus.  It  is  featured  in 
the  current  issue  of  Life  magazine 
in  its  cover  story  concerning  the 
fifties  era.  One  of  the  bar’s  rooms 
has  been  decorated  in  ’50s  style. 

Man  Ray  and  Campus  attorney 
Ed  Garguilo,  who  has  not  yet 
presented  his  entire  case,  ham¬ 
mered  away  at  the  testimony  of 
one  resident,  Paul  Schlaver,  who  is 
an  organizer  of  the  Franklin  Street 
Group.  Schlaver  told  Garguilo 
that  they  have  no  formal  member¬ 
ship  and  that  the  group  merely  is  a 
vehicle  for  receiving  notices  from 
the  license  commission.  But 
Garguilo  complained  to  the  com¬ 
mission  that  an  organization  with 
no  formal  membership  is  one 
whose  complaints  cannot  be 
legitimated  or  confronted. 

But  in  a  later  interview  with 
GCN,  Commission  Chair  James 
McDavitt  countered  that  the 
citizen  group  carries  no  particular 
weight  and  it  is  the  individual 
testimony  of  residents  that  will  be 
considered.  He  said  he  does  not 
assume  the  group  to  be  any  larger 
than  the  individuals  who  have  ap¬ 
peared  before  him.  “They  spoke 
as  individuals.  The  commission 
will  make  determinations  [based] 
on  their  testimony,  not  on  their 
[claim]  that  they  are  part  of  a 
group.” 

Countering  the  neighbors, 
Garguilo  presented  the  commis¬ 
sion  with  a  petition  supporting  the 
club  from  Cambridge  residents, 
many  of  whom  live  within  600 
feet  of  the  club. 

Garguilo  also  suggested  some 
impropriety  on  the  commission’s 
part  when  he  said  that  their  con¬ 
versations  outside  of  the  official 
hearing  with  some  of  the  residents 
suggested  bias.  McDavitt  later 
denied  the  charges  in  an  interview 
with  GCN,  saying  that  the  com¬ 
missioners  serve  both  a  judicial 
and  an  executive  function  and 
as  such  often  speak  to  com¬ 
plainants  in  a  dispute.  “It’s  pro¬ 
blematical  but  not  illegal,”  he 
said,  adding,  “The  commission 
has  not  granted  any  motion  to 
remove  members  of  the  commis¬ 
sion  [for  prejudice].” 


Susan  Graetz 


BALTIMORE  —  Susan 
Angela  Graetz,  born  January 
15,  1950  in  Cambridge, 

Massachusetts,  died  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland  on  June 
6,  1985.  A  resident  of  Ithaca, 
New  York  for  17  years,  Susan 
was  known  to  many  for  her 
music,  writing,  and  involve¬ 
ment  in  feminism  and  peace  ac¬ 
tivities. 

Susan  received  her  PhD  from 
Cornell  University  in  1978,  and 
then  went  on  to  establish  a 
private  practice  in  psycho¬ 
therapy.  She  was  active  in  the 
Women’s  Encampment  for  a 
Future  of  Peace  and  Justice  the 
summer  of  1983  and  that  same 


year  formed  her  own  produc¬ 
tion  company,  On  Our  Way 
Production,  through  which  she 
brought  women’s  music  to 
Ithaca.  She  later  recorded  an 
album,  Somewhere  Between, 
under  that  same  label. 

Susan  contributed  to  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  publications,  including 
Women  of  Power  magazine 
and  Women:  A  Journal  of 
Liberation. 

Susan  leaves  behind  her 
parents,  Herbert  and  Phyllis 
Graetz,  her  brother,  Nick,  and 
sister,  Wendy,  and  a  wide  circle 
of  friends.  She  will  be  deeply 
missed. 


Dukakis  Protest 


Continued  from  page  1 
leaflet  of  El  Comite  cited  stepped- 
up  harassment  by  the  state  police 
and  Dukakis’  slowness  to  ap¬ 
propriate  money  to  help  those  suf¬ 
fering  from  AIDS,  adding,  “His 
executive  order  [banning  “non- 
traditional”  foster  parents] 
culminates  a  series  of  attacks, 
demonstrating  his  clear  and  pro¬ 
found  hate  and  contempt  for  the 
gay  and  lesbian  community.” 

There  were  only  a  couple  of 


minor  incidents:  One  woman 
became  so  enraged  by  the 
demonstration  that  she  started 
screaming  at  a  picketer,  claiming 
he  had  no  right  to  carry  a  Puerto 
Rican  flag.  One  man  who  was  an 
organizer  of  the  official  event  con¬ 
temptuously  asked  another 
picketer  if  he  were  from  Puerto 
Rico.  The  demonstrator  answered 
him,  yes,  loudly. 


AIDS 

Continued from  page  l 

including  counseling  for  people 
with  AIDS. 

Second,  an  additional  $12.4 
million  would  go  toward  treatment 
protocols,  including  two  million 
dollars  for  HPA-23  and  one 
million  for  suramin.  Additionally, 
some  of  the  money  would  go  to 
studies  of  viral  isolation,  of 
antibody-negative/virus-positive 
partners  of  people  with  AIDS,  and 
of  presumed  occupational  ex¬ 
posures  to  AIDS.  $140,000  would 
go  to  the  development  of  a  vac¬ 
cine. 

“This  is  the  beginning  of  a 
serious  attempt  to  address  the 
AIDS  crisis,”  said  Jeff  Levi,  direc¬ 
tor  of  political  and  governmental 
affairs  for  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force  (NGTF).  “The  $22  million 
for  prevention  education  is  a  ma¬ 
jor  step  forward,”  although  Levi 
said  the  additional  funds  for  treat¬ 
ment  “may  not  be  enough.”  Gary 
MacDonald,  of  the  AIDS  Action 
Council  (AAC),  concurred  that 
the  education  money  is  “a  start,” 
and  applauded  the 
administration’s  first  formal  re¬ 
quest  for  an  increase  in  AIDS  fun¬ 
ding. 

HHS  has  proposed  that  the 
funds  to  cover  the  increase  be 


Approximately  ten  people 
spoke  in  defense  of  Man  Ray  and 
Campus.  Neighbor  Alan  Nidle 
said  the  positive  aspect  of  having 
the  bars,  such  as  increased  revenue 
from  the  municipal  parking 
garage,  had  been  overlooked.  He 
also  questioned  whether  the  bars 
actually  had  caused  an  increase  in 
serious  crime  in  the  area. 

Human  Rights  Commissioner 
and  former  co-chair  of  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Political 
AUiance  (CLAGA)  Jonathan 
Handel  told  the  commissioners 
that  the  establishments  serve  “a 
public  need  and  a  common  good,” 
by  serving  clientele  who  have  few 
alternatives  within  the  city.  “The 
number  of  places  open  to  gay  peo¬ 
ple  is  small,”  said  Handel.  He  sug¬ 
gested  that  should  the  commission 
find  validity  in  the  residents’  com¬ 
plaints,  that  they  develop  con¬ 
structive  solutions  to  the  problem 
rather  than  simply  shutting  the 
establishments  down. 


tion  to  McDavitt  includes  Police 
Chief  Anthony  Paolillo  and  Fire 
Chief  Thomas  Scott,  has  said  the 
range  of  actions  it  is  considering 
includes  revocation  of  licenses, 
suspension  of  licenses,  a  roll-back 
of  hours  of  operation,  and  a 
reduction  in  capacity. 

One  neighbor  said  the  area  used 
to  be  deserted  and  unsafe  at  night, 
and  that  the  clubs  actually  increase 
night-time  safety.  Several  echoed 
that  sentiment,  as  well  as  com¬ 
menting  on  the  uniqueness  of  Man 
Ray,  which  has  artistic  perfor¬ 
mances  and  attracts  a  varied 
clientele.  Several  suggested  it  was 
the  neighbors’  unwillingness  to 
negotiate  with  the  clubs  that 
created  the  problem  and  one  man 
suggested  the  licensing  commis¬ 
sion  encouraged  the  neighbors  to 
bring  complaints  rather  than  try¬ 
ing  to  have  the  parties  negotiate. 

The  hearing  will  continue  with 
attorneys  finishing  up  with  ques¬ 
tioning  of  owners  and  managers. 


The  commission,  which  in  addi- 


Man  Ray  Ad:  A  New  York  style  art  bar 


diverted  from  other  programs,  in¬ 
cluding:  $5.5  million  from  the  Na¬ 
tional  Health  Service  Corps,  $3.5 
million  from  the  CDC  fund  for 
purchasing  non-AIDS-related 
virology  equipment,  $10.3  million 
from  the  National  Institute  of 
Health  (NIH)  Construction  Grant 
Assistance,  $9.9  million  from  NIH 
intramural  construction,  $3.8 
million  from  HHS  office  renova¬ 
tion  fund,  and  five  million  dollars 
from  the  Indian  Health  Service. 

Both  NGTF  and  AAC  oppose 
reprogramming  on  principle.  Levi 
said  that  this  might  be  “robbing 
Peter  to  pay  Paul.  We  will  be  ex¬ 
amining  closely  the  reprogram¬ 
ming  and  will  be  asking  the  Con¬ 
gressional  appropriations  commit¬ 
tees  to  allocate  new  monies  instead 
to  meet  the  PHS  request.”  Levi 
believes  that  although  the  proposal 
advocates  redirecting  funds  from 
other  programs,  eventually  Con¬ 
gress  will  allocate  new  money  to 
cover  the  budget  amendment  and 
thus  restore  money  to  other  pro¬ 
grams.  MacDonald,  on  the  other 
hand,  believes  that  one  of  the 
“political  realities”  of  the  situa¬ 
tion  is  that  Congress  will  approve 
the  amendments  as  proposed,  ef¬ 
fectively  defunding  the  other  pro¬ 


grams. 

Neither  Levy  nor  MacDonald 
directly  addressed  the  redirection 
of  funds  from  the  Indian  Health 
Service.  However,  Ron  Najman  of 
NGTF  called  the  redirection  of 
funds  “an  assault  on  Native 
Americans.”  Najman  said  that 
“the  health  problems  of  Native 
Americans  are  severe.  The 
reallocation  is  harming  the  real 
needs  of  Native  American 
groups.”  Najman  called  for  new 
monies  to  be  allocated  in  the  fight 
against  AIDS.  Mark  Waukhen  of 
the  San  Francisco-based  Gay 
American  Indians  (GAI)  criticized 
the  proposed  redirection  of  funds 
while  stressing  the  need  for  in¬ 
creased  AIDS  funding.  He  told 
GCN ,  “We’ll  fight  it  [the  redirec¬ 
tion  of  funds  from  the  Indian 
Health  Service.]”  The  Indian 
Health  Service  did  not  return 
GCN' s  calls. 

Appropriations  have  been  held 
up  by  the  stalemate  on  a  Con¬ 
gressional  resolution  on  the 
budget.  Levi  said  that  the  budget 
amendment  will  probably  pass 
without  trouble  should  a  resolu¬ 
tion  be  passed  when  Congress  re¬ 
convenes  in  the  fall. 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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Staff  Reporter  Opening 

GCN  is  currently  accepting  applica¬ 
tions  for  a  full-time  staff  reporter  to 
begin  on  or  about  October  1 ,  1985.  Posi¬ 
tion  involves  investigating  and  writing 
news  stories  of  interest  to  gay  men  and 
lesbians  on  a  weekly  basis,  as  well  as  par¬ 
ticipating  in  the  paper’s  collective 
decision-making  process. 

Qualifications :  Strong  writing  skills 
and  ability  to  write  under  weekly 
deadline  pressures.  Knowledge  of 
lpcal/national  gay  and  lesbian  communi¬ 
ty  and  issues  helpful.  Must  have  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay  and  lesbian  liberation,  anti¬ 
racist  politics,  and  the  collective 
decision-making  process.  Salary. 
$150/week,  plus  paid  health/life  in¬ 
surance,  three  weeks’  paid  vacation.  To 
apply :  please  send  resume  and  cover  let¬ 
ter  to  Reporter  Search  Committee, 
GCN,  167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor, 
Boston,  MA  02111. 

Gay  men  and  lesbians  of  color  are  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. 

s/m:  abiding  at  the 
heart  of  many  lives 

Dear  GCN : 

S/M  has  been  at  the  core  of  my  sexual  self- 
awareness  since  1  was  eight  or  nine.  (ef. 
“Women’s  Bookstores  Reject  Lesbian  Sex 
Magazines,"  GCN,  June  8,  1985).  Unaware  that 
others  share  this  drive,  which  I  experienced  as  a 
source  of  immense  shame  and  despair,  I  endured 
years  of  intense  and  tortured  loneliness  and  fear, 
convinced  that  I  was  grotesque  and  hideously 
perverted  and  unworthy  of  love. 

The  emergence  of  periodicals  like  Out  raucous 
Women  had  a  very  positive  effect  on  my  life.  I 
had  had  no  idea  how  widespread  S/M  fantasies 
are,  and  was  immediately  comforted  by  the 
evidence  that  others  are  a*'!  am.  At  Paddles,  a 
friendly,  safe  S/M  club  at  140  W.  24th  St.  in 
Manhattan,  I  came  out,  experimenting  for  the 
first  time  in  my  life  with  what  arc  in  me  uigenl, 
ancient,  and  catalytic  fantasies. 

How  would  I  have  learned  of  a  safe  space  in 
which  to  explore  myself  had  I  not  had  access  to 
journals  in  which  frank  and  honest  discussion  of 
what  is  an  undeniable  reality  can  occur,  and  in 
which  information  is  exchanged? 

My  life  has  changed  dramatically  as  the  result 
of  a  few  subscriptions  and  the  opportunity  to  visit 
a  club  where  others  like  me  gather.  What  had 
before  been  only  forbidden,  disgraceful  and  wor¬ 
thy  of  the  world’s  contempt  took  on  a  human 
face.  At  the  club  I  met  men  and  women  of  every 
age  and  every  sexual  orientation  who  ha‘d  been, 
like  me,  tormented  for  years  by  guilt  and  self- 
hatred.  Some  of  us  had  attempted  suicide.  Many 
others  had  had  to  struggle  with  alcohol  and  drug 
abuse,  prompted  in  many  cases  by  years  and  years 
of  inexpressable  inner  pain.  At  the  club  were  men 
and  women  from  Ohio,  Georgia,  and  Maine, 
human  beings  whose  rather  specialized  erotic 
drives  are  fundamental  to  their  natures  and  not 
subject  to  alteration  at  will. 

S/M  is  not  a  weird  affectation  or  a  kinky  ac¬ 
quired  taste.  It  is  an  intense  instinctual  drive  that 
abides  at  the  heart  of  many  lives.  Who  does  not 
despise  it?  And  yet  I  have  found  that  it  lives  in  me, 
and  that  the  source  of  my  immense  suffering  has 
not  been  paddling,  but  the  harsh  and  vicious  self- 
rejection  my  life-long  shame  has  fueled.  When, 
assisted  by  periodicals  like  OH',  I  began  to  find 
the  courage  to  face  what  I  am,  I  found  to  my 
astonishment  that  the  compulsivity  of  my  fan¬ 
tasies  markedly  declined.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
absolutely  forbidden  I  found  freedom.  And  I 
shall  be  forever  grateful  to  the  writers  of  news¬ 
letters  and  the  managers  of  clubs  who  made  that 
possible. 

Sincerely, 

Name  withheld  upon  request 
Western  Massachusetts 


how  many  died  in 
the  camps? 

Dear  GCN: 

■  Your  news  item  (June  8,  l<>85)  about  a  monu¬ 
ment  to  gay  victims  of  the  Nazis  concludes:  “It  is 
believed  that  between  250, (XX)  and  500,000  gay 
men  and  lesbians  died  in  Nazi  concentration 
camps."  The  acceptance  of  such  mythical  figures 
serves  no  useful  purpose  and  can  only  hinder  an 
understanding  of  that  tragic  period  in  gay  history. 
According  to  Rudiget  Lautmann  of  the  Universi¬ 
ty  of  Bremen,  who  made  an  extensive  investiga¬ 
tion  of  the  matter:  “The  total  number  of 
officially-defined  homosexual  prisoners  ever  in¬ 
carcerated  in  the  camps  was  about  10,000  (but  it 
could  be  as  low  as  5,000  or  as  high  as  15,000)” 
( Journal  of  Homosexuality,  Vol.  6,  Nos.  1/2, 
Fall/Winler  1980/81,  p.  146).  I  recently  spoke 
with  Professor  Lautmann;  he  says  he  has  seen  no 
evidence  since  that  would  suggest  a  revision  of  his 
figures. 

For  an  analysis  that  suggests  why  these  figures 
were  not  higher,  read  Manfred  Herzer’s  article 
“Nazis,  psychiatrists,  and  gays:  Homophobia  in 
the  sexual  science  of  the  National  Socialist 
period”  (The  Cahirion  and  Gay  Books  Bulletin, 
No.  12,  Spring/Summer  1985,  pp.  1-5). 

Hubert  Kennedy 
Providence,  Rl 


texas  frustration 

Dear  GCN, 

Let  me  tell  you  I’m  really  bitter  and  frustrated 
with  the  gay  rights  groups  in  Texas  (and 
elsewhere).  Every  group  that  I’ve  written,  and 
this  number  is  very  large,  has  not  even  had  the 
courtesy  to  respond  to  my  letters!  Allow  me  to 
point  out  that  this  is  not  paranoia  on  my  part.  I’ve 
discussed  this  with  other  gays  here  in  TDC  [Texas 
Dept,  of  Corrections]  and  found  out  that  my 
problem  is  not  unique.  They  too  have  not  had  any 
success  with  either  getting  assistance  or  even  hav¬ 
ing  their  letters  answered. 

It  seems  that  the  gay  rights  groups  are  riddled 
with  prejudice  and  fostering  disunity.  Consider¬ 
ing  the  status  of  gays  in  Texas  with  regards  to 
their  legal  rights,  there  isn’t  much  separating 
them  from  those  of  us  in  here.  If  the  legislators  in 
Texas  have  their  way,  consensual  homosexuality 
will  once  again  be  illegal.  Then  all  of  you  could 
possibly  wind  up  in  here  wondering  why  no  one 
will  even  courteously  write  back  and  say  “Got 
your  letter,  but  ...” 

1  think  1  should  mention  some  of  the  major 
groups  who  refuse  to  respond  at  all  to  their 
brothers  and  sisters  in  prison:  Dallas  Gay 
Alliance,  Texas  Gay  Task  Force,  Texas  Human 
Rights  Foundation,  Dignity,  Montrose  Voice, 
This  Week  In  Texas. 

I  could  name  many  more,  but  I  think  you  get 
the  general  idea.  I  will  continue  to  help  other  gays 
and  TSs  in  prison  no  matter  what  the  cost  in 
postage  etc.  If  1  can  just  pass  on  addresses,  copies 
of  important  articles,  etc  that  I  have,  then  I  feel 
that  I  will  have  done  something  to  help  free  my 
brothers  and  sisters  from  the  chains  of  oppres¬ 
sion,  bigotry  and  prejudice. 

Sincerely, 

Allyn  Scribner  (“Gypsy”) 

380398 

Ellis  One,  C-6-1-21 
Huntsville,  TX  77343 


Thank  You 

...to  Gladys  Maged  and  Linda  Kramer 
for  volunteering  their  time  and  energy 
for  a  staff/membership  anti-racism 
workshop. 


Defense  Committee 
Update 


The  Department  of  Social  Services  will 
hold  foster  care  policy  hearings  in 
Worcester  on  Thursday,  August  22,  3-7 
p.m.  Transportation  is  being  arranged. 
For  more  information  or  to  help,  call 
628-4165.  (GLDC  may  demand  another 
hearing  in  Boston,  but  a  presence  in 
Worscester  is  the  immediate  concern.) 

Foster  Kquality  Week  will  be  held 
September  29-October  5.  Events  may  in¬ 
clude:  a  press  conference,  alternative 
foster  care  policy  hearings,  major 
speakers,  button  and  letter-writing  cam¬ 
paigns,  and  a  concert/fundraiser.  There 
will  also  be  a  DSS  Workers’  Speakout. 
Help  is  needed  to  distribute  flyers  to  local 
DSS  offices  and  other  human  service 
workplaces.  Call  491-2517  to  volunteer. 

The  Outreach  Committee  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  Speakers’  Bureau  to  speak  to  gay 
and  non-gay  groups.  Next  training  ses¬ 


sion  is  Sunday,  September  8  at  6  p.m. 
Call  576-6788  or  628-4165 _  A  news¬ 

letter  will  be  mailed  out  in  August. 
Deadline  for  information:  August  6.  To 
get  on  mailing  list  or  help  with  the  mail¬ 
ing,  call  1-842-4066....  Dukakis  Watch 
action  at  Democratic  National  Commit¬ 
tee  Eastern  Regional  Fairness  Hearings 
at  Faneuil  Hall  on  Saturday,  August  3  at 
9:15  a.m....  Duke  Watch  non-violence 
and  marshal  training  on  Tuesday, 
August  13  at  7  p.m.  Call  628-6007  for 
location....  Next  GLDC  meeting:  Tues¬ 
day,  August  6  at  7  p.m.,  Central  Square 
Public  Library,  45  Pearl  St.,  Cambridge. 

Volunteers  needed:  Fundraising 
(876-5781),  Media  (876-7483), 
DSS/Alternative  Hearings  (876-6189), 
Dukakis  Watch  (628-6007),  and  Town 
Meeting  Resolution  (491-4005). 


socialist  bigots 

Dear  GCN : 

Should  lesbian  and  gay  radicals  join  socialist 
organizations?  I  don’t  pretend  to  give  or  have  the 
final  formula  for  political  action,  but  I  do  know 
t  here  are  dead  ends  it  is  best  to  avoid .  T wo  readers 
of  GCN,  Chris  Nielsen  and  David  Morris,  have 
written  intelligent  and  critical  responses  to  the 
piece  I  wrote  on  the  last  Socialist  Scholars  Con¬ 
ference,  sponsored  by  Democratic  Socialists  of 
America  (DSA).  Far  from  dismissing  the  issues 
they  raise,  I  hope  such  issues  will  be  more  widely 
discussed  among  lesbians  and  gay  men.  Nielsen 
regrets  that  1  and  others  encountered  so  much 
heterosexism  at  the  conference,  but  urges  me  not 
to  equate  “a  bunch  of  New  York  intellectuals” 
with  the  DSA  as  such  and  its  many  members. 
Nielsen  stresses  the  diversity  of  the  DSA,  and  de¬ 
scribes  it  as  a  coalition  which  includes  old  and 
new  leftists  of  various  stripes.  Since  the  DSA  is 
not  “a  unified  body  with  a  single  line,”  Nielsen 
finds  it  natural  that  the  diversity  of  the  DSA  ex¬ 
tends  far  enough  to  include  folks  who  are  “homo- 
phobic,  anti-sexual,  and  anti-abortion.”  Unlike 
some  other  sects  on  the  left,  the  DSA  does  not 
purge  its  membership. 

This  sounds  very  democratic,  a  good  antidote 
to  old-fashioned,  heavy-handed  socialist  prac¬ 
tice.  And  if  the  DSA  is  simply  a  coalition  of 
socialists,  rather  than  a  socialist  organization 
with  a  coherent  view  of  society,  then  this  kind  of 
coalition  democracy  makes  good  sense.  Such  a 
coalition  could  include  racists  and  black  libera- 
tionists,  sexists  and  feminists,  heterosexists  and 
gay  radicals... as  long  as  they  all  chose  to  call 
themselves  “socialist.”  We  should  not  assume 
that  socialists  cannot  be  reactionary,  and  Nielsen 
is  saying,  in  effect,  that  the  DSA  refuses  to  purge 
itself  of  reactionary  socialists.  Again,  that  makes 
good  sense  for  a  coalition  which  gathers  diverse 
folks  together  to  agree  on  only  one  or  very  few 
things.  Folks  in  the  DSA,  as  a  group,  agree  on  on¬ 
ly  two  things:  to  call  themselves  democratic 
socialists,  and  not  to  break  politically  with  the 
Democratic  Party. 

Nielsen  assures  me  that  lesbian  and  gay  radicals 
have  chosen  to  join  the  DSA,  to  work  for  lesbian 
and  gay  liberation  within  an  organization  which 
includes  anti-gay  bigots.  He  names  folks  I  know, 
and  I  could  name  others.  But  I’m  not  impressed. 
In  1985,  why  should  blacks  join  any  “socialist” 
organization  which  includes  explicit  racists?  And 
why  should  feminists  join  any  left  organization 
'which  includes  explicit  sexists?  At  the  very  least, 
socialists  must  deal  sharply  and  clearly  with 
racism  and  sexism  in  their  own  organizations, 
educating  and  changing  their  own  members.  Les¬ 
bian  and  gay  people  have  every  right  to  demand 
the  same  level  of  education  and  struggle  concern¬ 
ing  lesbian  and  gay  liberation.  In  other  words, 
why  should  gay  radicals  join  a  “socialist” 
organization  which  leaves  bigotry  unchallenged 
in  the  name  of  diversity?  I  believe  gay  radicals 
have  been  all  too  willing  to  sacrifice  ourselves  for 
every  cause  but  lesbian  and  gay  liberation.  We  are 
encouraged  to  do  so  by  straight  leftists  who 
repeatedly  talk  of  The  People  as  though  all  people 
are  straight.  As  though  the  people  did  not  include 
persons  like  ourselves.  This  is  socialism?  For 
who?  What  ideals  are  in  our  real  interests? 

Nielsen  mentions  a  straight  male  member  of 
DSA  who  defends  gay  liberation.  Yes,  and 
I  could  name  several  others  who  also  talk  a 
good  line.  But  with  all  these  good  gay  and  straight 
folks  in  the  DSA,  why  are  the  conferences  they 
sponsor  so  poorly  attended  by  lesbian  and  gay 
radicals,  by  feminists,  and  by  blacks?  Can  this  be 
blamed  on  “a  bunch  of  New  York  intellectuals”? 
And  if  it  can,  then  why  aren’t  the  radicals  in  DSA 
sponsoring  their  own  conferences,  pr  shaking  up 
the  ones  that  exist?  Nielsen  describes  Stanley 
Aronowitz  as  a  heterosexual  who  supports  gay 
liberation  and  chairs  the  New  York  City  local: 
neither  this  New  York  intellectual  nor  any  other 
strove  very  hard  to  make  the  DSA  conference 
more  democratic. 

My  advice  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  radicals  in  the 
DSA  is  short  and  simple:  GET  RUDE.  If  you 
choose  to  put  time  and  energy  into  such  a  collec¬ 
tion  of  radicals,  liberals,  and  reactionaries  —  so 
be  it.  But  you  have  been  much  too  good  man¬ 
nered  for  your  own  good  so  far.  As  1  said  before, 
1  still  find  the  politics  of  the  DSA  to  be  pale,  male, 
and  stale,  and  would  advise  independent  radicals 
to  stay  independent. 

Lastly,  a  brief  response  to  David  Morris.  David 
thinks  gay  socialists  spend  too  much  time  criticiz¬ 
ing  straight  leftists  for  their  heterosexism,  and  not 
enough  time  criticizing  the  lesbian  and  gay  move¬ 
ment  for  failing  to  be  class  conscious.  Unlike 
David,  1  believe  lesbian  and  gay  socialists  have 
done  a  much  better  job  of  dealing  with  class  than 
straight  socialists  have  done  dealing  with 
culture  and  sexuality.  That’s  a  generalization  I’m 
willing  to  qualify  and  defend.  To  take  only  one 
very  good  example:  Gay  Community  News  is 
easily  one  of  the  most  democratic  and  radical 
publications  in  the  United  States.  Now  name  just 
one  socialist  publication  of  similar  circulation 
which  is  as  sexually  and  culturally  adventurous. 
You  can’t?  Neither  can  I,  and  that  in  itself  speaks 
the  sad  truth  about  the  reactionary  left. 

Scott  Tucker 
Philadelphia,  PA 
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Community  Voices 


oppressive  and 

reactionary 

diagnosis 

Dear  GCN: 

RE:  Michael  Bronski’s  mini-review  of  The 
Silent  Wound ,  May  Book  Review: 

Is  cancer  of  [he  stomach  the  manifestation  of  a 
frustrated  appetite?  Does  cancer  of  the  brain  in¬ 
dicate  a  frustrated  intellect?  Are  lesbians  really 
men  born  in  the  wrong  body?  If  you  have 
answered  yes  to  any  of  these  questions,  you  will 
agree-with  author  Peggy  Boy’s  contention  that  “a 
frustrated  sexuality  can  manifest  itself  in  breast 
cancer.”  And  you  will  accept  Michael  Bronski’s 
praise  for  her  “progressive”  ideas. 

We  are  a  lesbian  who  has  breast  cancer  and  the 
lover  of  a  lesbian  who  has  breast  cancer,  sitting  in 
bed  reading  GCN  three  days  after  surgery.  We  are 
furious  at  the  insult  to  our  psyches,  our  bodies, 
and  our  sexualities.  Bronski  finds  these  ideas 
"provocative.”  We  find  them  oppressive  and 
reactionary.  What  do  Boy  and  Bronski  think  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  are  manifesting? 

Jackie  Winnow 
Teya  Schaffer 
Oakland,  CA 


banning  poppers 

Dear  GCN: 

According  to  a  report  in  the  New  York  Times, 
June  22,  1985,  it  is  now  illegal  in  New  York  State 
to  possess  or  sell  “hazardous  inhalants,”  in¬ 
cluding  amyl  and  butyl  nitrate,  poppers. 

There  is  now  a  growing  body  of  scientific 
evidence  that  poppers  are  implicated  in  the 
development  of  Kaposi’s  sarcoma  seen  in  gay 
men  with  AIDS.  I,  and  others,  have  asked  Dr. 
James  Curran,  Chief,  AIDS  Branch,  CDC, 
Atlanta,  to  issue  a  press  release  about  the  poten¬ 
tial  dangers  to  health  of  the  use  of  poppers,  but 
without  success.  Dr.  Curran  has  written  to  me  to 
say  that  he  hopes  that  many  users  will  decrease  or 
stop  inhaling  nitrites. 

Since  New  York,  the  state  with  the  highest  in¬ 
cidence  of  AIDS,  has  seen  fit  to  ban  poppers, 
shouldn’t  the  leaders  of  the  gay  community  in 
other  states,  including  Massachusetts,  concerned 
about  the  growing  number  of  AIDS  cases,  ask 
their  state  governments  to  follow  the  lead  of  New 
York?  At  the  very  least,  establishments  selling 
poppers  should  be  asked  to  voluntarily  withdraw 
them  from  sale. 

Yours  truly, 

Peter  Patrick 
Washington,  DC 


love  can  be  hell 

Dear  GCN: 

I  have  a  problem  and  I'm  not  for  sure  how  to 
handle  it.  Please  allow  me  to  explain.  I’ve  been  in¬ 
carcerated  since  May  2,  1979,  and  it’s  been  rough 
on  the  sex  life.  I’ve  always  been  a  heterosexual, 
but  I  began  to  mess  around  with  what  we  call 
boys.  You  know,  just  getting  a  blow  job  once  in  a 
while.  Well,  in  1982  I  stopped  messing  with 
homosexuals  because  I  got  into  serious  trouble 
over  one. 

Well,  just  a  few  months  ago  I  saw  a  homosex¬ 
ual  that  really  turned  me  on.  So  I  decided  to  see  if 
he  wanted  to  be  my  partner.  He  did.  But  I  had  to 
go  to  war  to  get  him  out  of  the  mess  he  was  in¬ 
volved  in.  I  fought  6  people  knowing  my  chances 
and  knowing  I  could  be  killed.  But  I  wanted  this 
guy  so  much  that  it  really  didn’t  matter. 

I  won  and  I  walked  off  with  my  Baby.  During  a 
month  or  so  I  serious  fell  in  love  with  Breeze 
(that’s  his  nickname).  In  fact,  I  didn’t  want  to  let 
him  out  of  my  sight.  Yet,  I  did.  I  allowed  him  to 
do  what  ever  he  wanted.  As  long  as  he  knew 
where  home  was  and  as  long  as  he  didn’t  go 
behind  my  back  doing  anything. 

Well,  I  had  to  go  to  outside  court,  so  I  asked 
him  to  hook  up  with  another  friend  of  mine  and 
for  my  friend  to  look  out  for  him  until  I  returned. 

I  was  gone  7  days  and  when  I  returned  I  was 
hurt  because  he  didn’t  want  to  leave  my  friend 
and  come  back  to  me.  Well,  my  love  was  too 
strong  for  him  so  I  started  to  go  to  war  with  my 
friend  over  this  guy. 

Fortunately,  he  came  home  and  I  was  happy.  I 
spoke  with  him  to  see  if  he  really  wanted  to  come 
back  to  me  and  he  said  he  did. 

Well,  a  week  or  so  passed  and  I’d  gotten  involved 
in  some  nonsense  trying  to  help  him  and  the  ad¬ 
ministration  here  questioned  several  people,  in¬ 
cluding  him,  and  they  locked  him  up  on  investiga¬ 
tion.  Then  everyone’s  telling  me  he  wants  to  go 
back  to  my  friend.  So  I  ask  him  while  he’s  locked 
up  and  he  says  it’s  true. 

So  I’m  hurt  again.  I’m  prepared  to  go  to  war 
again,  but  I’ve  thought  about  it  and  I  told  him  to 
go  where  he  chooses,  but  at  least  let’s  be  friends 
and  he  agreed.  So  I  felt  a  little  better,  until  yester¬ 
day  when  I  found  out  he  wrote  a  six  page  letter  to 
my  C.O.  telling  him  everything  he  knew  about 
me. 

Now  I’m  confused  again.  I’ve  never  loved  a 
person  the  way  I  love  him  and  I  don’t  want  to  lose 
him.  But  I’d  rather  him  be  with  someone  else  if 
that’ll  make  him  happy.  Because  I  care  for  him 
too  much  to  see  him  sad. 

1  know  love  can  be  hell  sometimes,  but  I  need 
help  thru  this  one.  Anyone  wishing  to  give  me  ad¬ 
vice  please  write  to  me. 

Thank  you, 

Richard  Thornberry 
071947 
’Box  1500 


lies  of  omission 

Dear  GCN: 

After  reading  Janice  Irvine’s  thoughtful  news 
commentary  “Women's  Bookstores  Reject  Les¬ 
bian  Sex  Magazines"  (June  8),  I  had  some  addi¬ 
tional  thoughts  on  the  subject  of  censorship  to 
share. 

Acts  of  censoring,  large  or  small,  are  nothing 
more  than  lies  of  omission  that  lead  to  the 
damage  of  a  society  because  it  leaves  the  com¬ 
munity  ignorant  and  without  resources.  The 
vacuum  that  results  contributes  to  the  oppression 
of  minorities.  The  freedom  of  expression,  on  the 
other  hand,  will  lead  to  an  increased  awareness  of 
group  oppression.  Through  the  free  exchange  of 
ideas  these  minorities  may  counter  commonly 
held  myths  and  stereotypes  with  their  own  truths. 
Of  course,  the  opposition  is  allowed  to  speak  out 
as  well,  but  this  is  a  good  thing  for  it  allows  for 
monitoring  of  what  they  think  and  what  they  are 
up  to.  It  may  also  allow  for  them  to  build  their 
own  verbal  snares.  When  the  gay  community  in 
California  spoke  against  the  anti-gay  teacher  bill. 
Prop.  6.  it  soon  became  clear  to  California  voters 


that  John  Briggs’  homophobic  attacks  were 
nothing  more  than  a  manipulation  of  bigotry  for 
his  personal  political  gain.  Certainly,  any  attempt 
to  hush  Briggs  up  would  have  made  him  more  ap¬ 
pealing.  If  we  had  been  unable  to  speak,  it  would 
have  meant  disaster  for  gay  civil  rights  all  over  the 
country. 

Censorship  may  also  have  the  reverse  of  its  in¬ 
tended  effect.  In  a  free  speaking  society  the  best 
literature  survives  and  the  bad  ideas  find  their 
own  way  into  obscurity.  Book  bannings  in¬ 
variably  censor  the  good  along  with  the  bad.  But 
rather  than  disappearing,  both  are  able  to  endure. 
The  words  of  de  Sade,  for  example,  are  poorly 
written  works  and  the  ideas  expressed  in  them  are 
[insupportable,  inhuman  and  murderous.  Yet, 
repeated  bannings  of  his  works  have  only  made 
for  a  certain  respectability  that  is  quite  un¬ 
deserved. 

Bad  ideas  can’t  be  killed  with  suppression  but 
with  knowledge  and  reason.  If  anything  should  be 
banned,  let  it  be  censorship. 

In  G*y  Pr*d*, 

K.L.  Ratliff 
Mountain  View,  CA 


Cross  City,  FL  32628 


Can  You 

Operate 
a  Stapler? 

Well  then,  we  have 
just  the  thing  to 
keep  you  off  the  streets. 
Friday  afternoons  at  3. 

Do  come  by. 

167  Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor. 
On  the  Boston  Common, 


AIDS  Action  Committee  —  16  Haviland 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02115,  536-7733. 
Education  and  support  group  for  people 
with  AIDS,  their  families,  lovers,  friends, 
and  health  care  providers.  Provides 
speakers,  conducts  forums,  rap  groups, 
hospice-trained  volunteers,  hotline  infor¬ 
mation  and  referrals.  Associated  with 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center. 

AIDS  Action  Line  —  536-7733  or  Massa¬ 
chusetts  toll-free  AIDS  hotline, 
1-800-235-2331. 

AIDS  Action  Committee  service,  infor¬ 
mation,  referrals  and  befriending  about 
AIDS. 

AIDS  Hotline  —  Community  Infectious 
Disease  Epidemiology  Program,  City  of 
Boston,  424-5916. 

Staff  of  public  health  nurses  answer  ques¬ 
tions  about  AIDS,  make  referrals.  Col¬ 
lects  city-wide  data  from  hospitals  on 
AIDS  cases,  forwards  data  to  Centers  for 
Disease  Control.  Officially  determines 
number  of  cases  probable  and  under  in¬ 
vestigation. 

Fenway  Community  Health  Center  —  16 

Haviland  Street,  Boston,  MA  02115, 
267-7573. 

A  gay-sensitive  health  care  facility. 
Hotline  information,  medical  work-ups, 
diagnosis,  referrals,  counseling.  Par¬ 
ticipates  in  research  efforts. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  — 

600  Washington  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02111,  542-5188. 

Provides  individual  and  group  therapy. 
Groups  available  for  friends  and  lovers  of 
people  with  AIDS.  (Services  provided 


without  regard  for  individual’s  ability 
pay.)  Counseling  and  HTLV-III  blood 
screening  services  for  individuals  con¬ 
cerned  with  exposure  to  the  virus 
associated  with  AIDS.  Co-sponsored  with 
Department  of  Public  Health.  ( 522-4090 ) 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Hotline  —  426-9371, 
Monday-Friday,  6:00  p.m.- 10:00  p.m. 
Provides  information  on  AIDS,  makes  re¬ 
ferrals.  Associated  with  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services. 

Haitian  Committee  on  AIDS  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  —  177  Harvard  Street,  Dor¬ 
chester,  MA  02124,  436-2848. 

Provides  information,  referrals,  support 
and  emergency  assistance  to  Haitians  with 
AIDS  and  their  families. 

Mayor’s  Committee  on  AIDS  —  709A 
Boston  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201, 
725-3307. 

Coordinates  efforts  of  federal,  state,  and 
city  health  agencies,  produces  educational 
material,  collects  data  on  cases,  reviews 
policy.  Umbrella  organization.  Media 
outlet.  Conducts  forums  and  provides 
speakers,  distributes  AIDS  brochures,  re¬ 
ferrals. 

National  Gay  Task  Force  Hotline  — 

1-800-221-7044. 

Toll-free  national  hotline  run  by  NGTF  to 
provide  information  and  referrals. 

Springfield  Downtown  Ministry/Council 
of  Churches  —  293  Bridge  Street,  4205, 
Springfield,  MA  01103-1402,  737-4125. 
Counseling  and  referrals. 


If  You  Support  GCN,  The  National  Gay  &  Lesbian  Weekly 
That's  Making  the  Connections,  Please  Let  Us  Know  It. 

Help  Us  Pay  Our  Bills. 

We  Need  $17,000  More  to  Start  Out  1986  in  the  Black. 


Become  a  Sustainer. 


Subscribe. 


Make  a  Contribution. 


Give  Gift  Subscriptions. 


DONATE 


SUBSCRIBE 


Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  contribution  of:  I  would  like  to  subscribe  to  GCN  for: 

f  l  $250  L  j  $25  □  1  year  $29.00  □  25  Weeks  $17.00  □  25  weeks/low  income  $10.00 

M  $100  ■  i  J  $10  Contribution  towards  a  free  subscription  for  a  prisoner  $ _ 

I  j  $50  l  1 _ (any  amount  is  greatly  appreciated)  (All  subs  are  sent  in  plain  envelopes.) 


SUSTAIN 


I  would  like  to  be  a  Sustainer. 

Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  pledge  for  1985  of 
$1000 _ $500. _ $250. _  $150 


$120 


I  want  to  pledge  $. 


for  1985  to  be  paid  in  1. 


installments 


Enclosed  is  my  first  pledge  of  $ _ . 

GCN  sustainers  receive  a  one-year  subscription  8t  two  6-week  gift  subs. 


Name _ 

Address  _ 


Zip  — 


Make  Checks  Payable  to  GCN.  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Donations  are  Tax-Deductible. 
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Bronski  Beat:  Hello  &  Goodbye 

Sex,  Liberation  and  Rock  n’  Roll 


With  the  Bronski  Beat  we  don  9t  have  to  change  lyrics 
in  our  gay  heads  or  pretend  to  be  wearing  sequined 
dresses  and  high  heels  in  order  to  fully  empathize 
with  the  music.  The  Bronski  Beat  is  us. 


The  Age  of  Consent. 

Bronski  Beat 
MCA  Records  5538. 

By  Walla  Borawski 

I  am  37  years  old,  wear  cardigan 
sweaters,  listen  to  opera,  tone 
poems,  white  and  Black  women 
between  45  and  90  who  sing  jazz, 
and  have  hitherto  been  aghast  at 
all  things  punk.  Now  I  visit  a  punk 
pizza  joint  in  Harvard  Square  once 
a  week,  and  recently  I  bought  the 
Bronski  Beat. 

In  my  early  twenties  I  became 
very  excited  when  Bob  Dylan  sang 
in  “Ballad  of  a  Thin  Man”: 
“Well,  the  sword  swallower,  he 
comes  up  to  you/And  then  he 


kneels/He  crosses  himself/And 
then  he  clicks  his  high  heels/And 
without  further  notice/He  asks 
you  how  it  feels/And  then  he  says, 
'Here  is  your  throat  back/Thanks 
for  the  loan.’”  A  decade  later  I  in¬ 
sisted  David  Bowie,  when  singing 
“Taking  it  all  the  right  way/Keep- 
ing  it  in  the  back”  (“Right,” 
1974),  was  talking  about  ass- 
fucking.  And  I  have  always  hoped 
Mick  Jagger’s  legendary  “Cock- 
suckers’  Blues”  would  be  a  first¬ 
hand  account. 


Then  I  decided  Cole  Porter  and 
Lorenz  Hart  had  been  as  daring 
years  before,  and  kissed  rock 
goodbye. 

Now  here  I  am  getting  carried 
away  to  the  point  of  tears  of  joy 
listening  to  the  Bronski  Beat 
(vocals  and  words:  Jimmy)  sing 
“Contempt  in  your  eyes/As  I  turn 
to  kiss  his  lips/Broken  I  lie/All  my 
feelings  denied/Blood  on  your 
fist”  in  “Why?”  It  isn’t  simply 
because  this  is  the  best  poetry  in 
song  since  Laura  Nyro  did  “New 
York  Tendaberry”;  it  has 
something  to  do  with  having  ar¬ 
rived. 

The  Bronski  Beat  doesn’t  hint 
and  flirt;  it  delivers.  There’s  no 
artsy  and  safe  vagueness  behind 
“Need  a  Man  Blues”: 

“Sweet  sweet  sweet 
is  the  taste  of  a  man 
And  sweeter  still  is  the  taste 
of  his  sweet  tasting  love.... 
And  the  sweetest  thing  of  all 
is  men  loving  men  loving  men 
loving  men 

is  men  loving  men  loving  men 


loving  men” 

The  group  hasn’t  desexed  itself 
even  to  make  a  video.  The  video 
for  “Smalltown  Boy”  shows  a  guy 
on  a  train.  Edit  in  fantasies  of  men 
in  tiny  Speedo  bathing  suits,  div¬ 
ing.  Edit  in  having  cruised  a  flirty 
driver  and  getting  beat  up  for  it. 
Edit  in  being  brought  home  by  a 
cop  who  tells  his  working-class 
parents  why  he’s  bruised.  Edit  in 
leaving  home  with  a  small  ruck¬ 
sack  and  finding  fellow  travellers 
on  a  train.  Edit  in  getting  off  at 
their  stop.  Excuse  me,  but  this  is 
all  more  thrilling  than  the  recent 
TV  dramatization  of  Laura  Z. 
Hobson’s  novel  Consenting 
Adult. 

Some  of  us  who  stopped 
nourishing  and  cherishing  our 
somewhat  gnarled  rock  roots  did 
so  because  we  could  no  longer 
justify  being  sexually  turned  on  by 
a  man  who  would  want  another 
person  under  his  thumb,  or  con¬ 
tinue  identifying  with  a  woman 
who  sang  “I  Need  a  Man  to  Love 
Me,”  when  she  could  have  honest¬ 


ly  switched  it  to  “1  Need  Someone 
to  Love  Me.”  With  the  Bronski 
Beat  we  don’t  have  to  change  lyrics 
in  our  gay  heads  or  pretend  to  be 
wearing  sequinned  dresses  and 
high  heels  in  order  to  fully  em¬ 
pathize  with  the  music.  The  Bron¬ 
ski  Beat  is  us.  And  when  they 
segue  from  the  joy  pf  ‘‘1  Feel 
Love”  (previously  identified  with 
homophobe  Donna  Summer)  into 
the  haunting  1961  “Johnny 
Remember  Me”  by  Geoffrey  God¬ 
dard,  everything  marches  out  into 
the  open  like  a  good  parade:  it’s 
eerie  and  wonderful  hearing  a  male 
voice,  tempered  by  pathos  and 
emotion  and  loss,  singing: 
“Johnny  remember  me/Johnny 
why  don’t  you  remember  me/- 
Johnny  1  feel  love  for  you/- 
Johnny/1  love  you/Why  don’t 
you  come  back.”  We  don’t  have  to 
sit  and  think  what  Bette  Midler 
could  do  with  this  one:  it’s  far  too 
perfect  as  is. 

Frankie  Goes  to  Hollywood’s 
Continued  on  page  12 
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healthy  teeth 


they’re  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DOS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DOS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


COUM6 turn 
FOR  WOKEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling  _ 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  $8 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J  &  S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
2670300 


COUNSELING  AND 


'ocm 


CONSULTATION,  INC. 


876-4488  #  INMAN  SQUARE,  CAMBRIDGE 

OFFERING  •  individual,  couple  and  family 

therapy  for  women  and  men 

•  supervision  for 

mental  health  professionals 

•  consultation  to  organizations 

•  insurance  accepted 


Providing  service  to  the  women's  community  &  the  greater  Boston  area  since  1973 


Starts  Friday,  August  2 

NICKELODEON 

CINIMA 

606  Comm  Ave.Boston 

424-1500 

HARVARD  SQ. 

THEATRE 

10  CHURCH  ST. 
CAMBRIDGE  864  4580 

iMim¥1f-HMi 


I'A 


CH 

267  Friend  Stre 
(Opp.  Boston  Garden) 


720-4979 


' 

K^STRICTLY  FORBIDDEN 
^  f  THE  IDOL 

y  ^  August  2nd  thru  8th 
CONTINUOUS  SHOWINGS  -  NOON  ’TIL  M1DNITE 
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Indigenous  Mexican  Queens 

The  Gay  Mushes 


By  Kate  Raisz 

“We  are  everywhere.”  I  always 
knew  this  was  more  than  a  slogan, 
but  until  I  moved  to  Mexico,  I 
never  quite  realized  just  how  true 
this  simple  statement  is. 

In  my  few  months  living  here  I 
have  become  accustomed  to 
screaming  newspaper  headlines 
equating  lesbians  and  gay  men 
with  “prostitution,  drug  abuse, 
and  vice.”  But  I  was  little  prepared 
for  the  delightful  contrast  between 
these  dominant  views  and  the  at¬ 
titudes  in  a  pocket  of  acceptance 
in  the  city  of  Juchitan.  Juchit&n 
lies  in  the  south  of  Mexico  near  the 
Pacific  Ocean.  With  90,000 
residents,  it’s  a  city  of  many  dis¬ 
tinctions.  For  me,  the  greatest  is 
that  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  both 
open  and  acknowledged. 

Open :  As  I  walked  through 
town  I  was  struck  by  how  many 
men  I  passed  who  were  cross- 
dressed  —  carrying  baskets,  wear¬ 
ing  their  hair  long,  and  sometimes 
wearing  make-up.  They  shop  and 
sell  in  the  market,  tasks  defined 
here  as  women’s  work. 

Acknowledged:  I  talked  to 
many  straight  people  in  Juchitan 
who  told  me  freely  about  the  gay 
people  they  know,  including  those 


in  their  families.  They  told  me 
they’re  called  mushes  (“moo- 
shays”)  in  Zapotec,  the  in¬ 
digenous  language  of  this  region. 
They  said  mushes  aren’t  attacked 
or  harassed  because  everyone 
knows  they’re  “born  that  way.” 

My  visit  to  Juchitin  was  during 
a  special  time  of  year.  I  had  come 
to  participate  in  a  week  of 
festivities  called  ve/as.  Every  after¬ 
noon  there  was  a  parade,  every 
night  a  huge  public  dance.  Attend¬ 
ing  these  community  celebrations, 

1  was  moved  by  how  involved 
mushes  are  in  the  general  pagean¬ 
try. 

One  afternoon,  I  stood  en¬ 
grossed  in  watching  a  parade.  I 
was  caught  up  in  the  beauty  of  the 
freshly-painted,  ox-drawn  carts 
and  the  young  women  sitting  in  the 
backs  of  pick-up  trucks,  dressed  in 
traditional  style  —  heavily  em¬ 
broidered  blouses  and  long  skirts 
with  white  ruffles.  A  procession  of 
older  women  passed  by,  carrying 
long  candles  in  one  hand  and  a 
vase  of  flowers  in  the  other.  At  the 
back  of  the  double  file,  walking 
proudly,  wearing  a  new  pantsuit 
and  a  fresh  flower  in  his  hair,  was  a 
Continued  on  page  10 


Disabled 

Women’s 

Anthology 

Reading 

Suzanne  Beaucher,  one  of 
(he  contributors  to  With  the 
Power  of  Each  Breath,  A  Dis¬ 
abled  Women's  Anthology, 
will  join  co-editor  Debra  Con¬ 
nors  and  other  contributors  in 
a  reading  from  the  anthology 
at  8  p.m.  on  Tuesday,  August  6 
at  the  Cambridge  YWCA,  7 
Temple  St.,  Central  Square. 
The  event  is  sponsored  by  the 
Women’s  Center  in  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

The  YWCA  is  wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible  and  the  reading  will  be 
interepreted  for  the  hearing 
impaired.  A  $2  donation  will 
be  requested.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  call  the  Women’s 
Center  (354-8807)  or  the 
YWCA  (491-6050).  f 
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FENWAY  RESEARCH  STUDY 

The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  in  cooperation  with  the  New 
England  Deaconess  Hospital  and  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  is 
now  conducting  a  sexual  practices  study  of  healthy  gay  males,  and 
bisexual  men  and  their  partners. 

The  life  styles  of  healthy  gay  and  bisexual  men  and  their  sexual  part¬ 
ners  are  being  compared  to  those  of  men  who  have  AIDS  and  AIDS- 
related  complex  (ARC). 

The  study  includes  a  complete  physical  examination,  a  questionnaire 
on  health  and  sexual  behavior  and  laboratory  tests  on  blood,  including 
immunilogic  testing,  all  provided  free  of  charge.  Test  results  will  be 
available  to  each  participant  if  requested. 

We  are  actively  seeking  Fenway  Community  Health  Center  patients 
and  their  partners  to  participate  in  this  study  two  times  per  year  for  ap¬ 
proximately  three  years.  All  data  are  strictly  confidential,  and  are  not 
part  of  the  Fenway  medical  records.  For  more  information,  please  call 
Martha  or  Julie  at  (61 7)  267-7573  during  clinic  hours  and  ask  about  the 
CDC  Study. 

People  with  AIDS/ARC  and  their  partners  are  being  enrolled,  exam¬ 
ined  and  tested  in  a  similar  fashion  free  of  charge  at  the  New  England 
Deaconess  Hospital.  For  more  information,  please  call  Janet  or  Joan  at 
the  NEDH  732-9730. 
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Adult  Children  Of  Alcoholics 

have  trouble  trusting  people. .  don't  believe 
stability  and  happiness  can  last .  . .  may  be  drawn 
to  heavy  drinkers ...  or  turn  to  alcohol  themselves 
Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


ftgC 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston.  Mass  02109 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 
E.  Orleans.  Mass  02643 


1  800  352  3185 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  D.M.D. 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  R.D.H. 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
617-353  1500 


GLCS  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services 

Two  groups  are  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  (GLCS): 


Married  Men’s  Group 

A  supportive  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men  who  have  been  in  heterosexual 
marriages  or  relationships. 


Groups  for  Friends  and  Lovers  of 
People  with  AIDS 

A  time-limited  support  group  (12  weeks)  for 
individuals  in  significant  relationships  with 
persons  with  AIDS. 


Please  call  Alan  Tweedy.  L.I.C.S.W.  dt  GLCS  for  more  information  on  these  services 


GLCS  Is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  which  has  been  serving  the  community  since  1971 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02115  (617)  287-7573 

Open  Monday- Saturday  Appointment  necessary  -  evenings  available, 

located  between  Auditorium  and  Symphony  Green  Line  T  stops, 
one  Mock  west  at  Massachusetts  Ate.  at  Beridee  College  at  Music. 

MXIENTCENTERED  HEALTH  CARE  IS  OCR  HALLMARK 

Rxhatry  •  General  Medicine  •  (sundy  Planning  •  Women's  Health 
•  Geriatrics  •  Mental  Health  •  Spurts  Medicine  •  Nutrition  • 

Minor  Surgery  •  Sexually  Transmuted  Disease  •  Dermatology 


542-5188 

Weekdays  10AM-9PM 
Confidential  Services 
Convenient  Downtown 
Location 


•  GLCS  is  a  non-profit 
corporation 

•  Special  funding  for  alcohol- 
related  counseling 


Sliding  Fee  Scale/Insurance 
Accepted 

No  one  denied  services  for 
inability  to  pay 


All  insurance  claims  filed  under  CSi 


-  24-HOUR  ON-CALL  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

-  OPEN  lO  ALL  REGARDLESS  OF  RESIDENCE 

-  REASONABLE  FEES/FAYMENT  PLANS 

-  MAJOR  INSURANCE  AND  VISA/MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 


M  YEARS  OF  QUAUTY  HEALTH  CARE  TD  BOSTON'S  LESBIAN/CAY 
COMMUNITY  AND  BACK  BACK  BAOTENWUT  STUDENT  A  ELDERLY  RESIDENTS 

. . . .  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  ■  - - .  ■  ■  .  .  '  ■  ' - L- 


SRZA\ClST  PRl\/lLt^  i 


By  Karen  Kahn 

Last  fall  my  brother.  Paul,  and  his  girlfriend  of  some 
15  years,  Cathy,  got  married.  After  a  decade  of  sharing  a 
home  together,  they  chose  to  avoid  the  ritual  and  simply 
went  to  a  justice  of  the  peace .  got  married .  and  then  called 
the  family  to  announce  their  new  social  status.  My  parents 
had  a  small  family  party  to  celebrate,  and  not  long  after, 
Paul  and  Cathy  sent  out  wedding  announcements.  A 
month  later  they  conceived  a  child. 

From  the  moment  I  first  heard  about  Paul  and 
Cathy's  marriage  I  felt  uneasy,  unsure  as  to  how  to  re¬ 
spond  .  I  could  not  muster  the  inner  conviction  or  even  the 
words  with  which  to  congratulate  them,  even  though  a 
part  of  me  wanted  to;  i  still  haven’t  sent  them  a  wedding 
present.  The  recent  decision  by  the  Dukakis  administra¬ 
tion  denying  gay  men  and  lesbians  the  right  to  foster 
children,  and  the  passage  of  a  similar  resolution  by  the 
Massachusetts  legislature,  has  made  me  confront  once 
again  these  often  painful  and  contradictory  feelings. 

As  a  family  member  I  have  been  unable  to  share  in 
the  celebratory  spirit  of  my  parents  and  relatives.  1  feel 
very  much  like  an  outside  looking  in,  and  1  cannot  help 
but  think  there  is  something  going  on  here  that  is  far  more 
complex  than  a  celebration  of  “love  and  commitment.”  It 
is  as  if  the  family  has  been  holding  its  breath  for  over  a 
decade  and  can  finally  breathe  an  enormous  collective 
sigh  of  relief.  Paul  and  Cathy  have  finally  stopped 
challenging  their  understandings  of  love  and  commit¬ 
ment,  of  marriage  and  family,  understandings  which 
shaped  so  many  of  their  own  life  choices.  Cathy’s 
pregnancy  further  reinforces  everyone’s  sense  of  right  and 
righteousness,  proving  for  them  once  again  that  there  is 
some  necessary  connection  between  marriage  and  having 
children. 

I  don't  wish  to  deny  that  marriage  is  a  highly  personal 
decision,  fraught  with  difficulties.  As  a  personal  choice, 
marriage  may  very  well  have  been  a  good  choice  for  Paul 
and  Cathy,  and  I’m  sure  for  them  the  event  has  a  great 
deal  of  personal  meaning.  However,  as  a  lesbian,  f  feel 
hurt,  angry,  jealous,  and  even  alarmed,  when  those  who 
are  close  to  me  choose  to  participate  in  an  institution  from 


which  I  am  excluded.  As  much  as  1  wish  to  share  in  the 
celebration  of  their  commitment  to  one  another,  and  the 
joy  of  their  child,  I  feel  deserted  knowing  that  they  have 
ceased  fo  be  my  allies  in  the  struggle  to  create  nontradi- 
tional  imilies.  When  lesbians  and  gay  men  are  termed 
unfit  parents  for  no  reason  other  than  sexual  preference,  I 
cannot  see  marriage,  or  the  choice  of  marriage,  as  a  com¬ 
mitment  prior  to  having  a  child  as  an  entirely  personal 
choice. 

About  a  year  and  a  half  ago  a  very  close  friend  of 
mine  got  married.  She  felt  hurt  and  angry  that  I  was  not 
more  supportive  of  her  choice,  that  I  did  not  joyfully  par¬ 
ticipate  in  this  event.  After  all,  she  felt  she  was  supportive 
of  my  choice  to  be  in  lesbian  relationships.  In  a  letter  re¬ 
sponding  to  my  objections  to  her  marriage,  she  wrote: 

If  a  woman  chooses  to  live  heterosexually.  what  options 
are  legitimate  in  terms  of  creating  alternatives?  I  think  that 
if  one  goal  of  social  betterment  is  individual  satisfaction 
and  fulfillment,  then  struggling  to  create  a  non-sex-role 
dominated,  non -oppressive  marriage  with  a  man  is  but 
one  option  on  a  spectrum  of  possibilities. 

She  felt  that  1  was  making  political  judgments  about  a  very 
personal  matter.  For  me,  however,  it  did  not  appear  to  be 
so  simple  Indeed,  it  felt  very  personal.  As  in  the  case  of 
my  brother,  1  felt  deserted.  I  could  not  separate  the  per¬ 
sonal  from  the  political.  As  a  woman  and  a  lesbian,  I  have 
learned  that  personal  choices  have  political  implications; 
in  the  face  of  legislation  which  claims  that  my  home.,  simp¬ 
ly  because  it  is  a  lesbian  home,  may  cause  physical  and 
mental  harm  to  children ,  I  am  painfully  aware  that  the  way 
in  which  I  choose  to  make  my  home  is  not  “just  a  personal 
choice.” 

The  word  “choice”  implies  that  the  options  available 
for  defining  our  personal  relationships,  whether  gay  or 
straight,  married  or  unmarried,  carry  equal  value. 
Ffowever,  marriage  is  not  a  choice  equivalent  to  other 
choices.  The  issue  for  me  was  not  whether  she  could 
create  a  non-sexist  marriage  (in  itself  a  complex  political 
question) ,  but  that  marriage  was  not  an  option  available  to 
me  as  a  lesbian.  Marriage  is  not  a  choice;  it  is  a  privilege 
granted  to  hetersexual  couples  and  denied  to  lesbian  and 
gay  couples.  It  carries  with  it  a  great  deal  of  social  meaning 
and,  for  those  of  us  who  do  not  (or  cannot)  choose  it,  has 
implications  that  go  far  beyond  filing  a  joint  tax  return. 

Marriage,  as  a  legal  status  and  a  symbolic  ritual,  gives 
couples  a  kind  of  legitimacy  which  is  rarely  granted  to 
those  who  remain  outside  its  boundaries.  Whether  gay  or 
straight,  single  or  coupled,  we  find  our  personal  relation¬ 
ships  defined  and  judged  according  to  this  cultural  ideal. 


Since  marriage  is  the  “ultimate  commitment,”  we  are  left 
feeling  we  must  constantly  prove  that  our  relationships  are 
equally  significant  and  equally  committed;  that  we,  too, 
have  families  and  are  capable  of  bearing  and  raising 
children.  Our  daily  lives  are  shaped  by  an  ongoing  strug¬ 
gle  to  prove  that  marriage  does  not  make  you  a  better  per¬ 
son. 

In  my  family,  although  Paul  and  Cathy’s  relationship 
was  accepted  as  a  long-term  committed  relationship, 
there  was  always  subtle  pressure  placed  upon  them  to 
marry.  It  was  as  if  this  ritual  would  somehow  change  the 
nature  of  their  relationship.  1  felt  allied  with  them  in  their 
resistance  to  this  pressure,  gaining  strength  as  a  lesbian 
from  the  existence  of  this  long-standing,  non-traditional 
relationship  within  my  immediate  family.  However,  the 
overwhelming  sense  of  approval  which  followed  their 
wedding  indicated  that  their  relationship  had  never  been 
fully  accepted.  As  a  lesbian  I  knew  that  I  was  in  double 
jeopardy  and  that  I  could  never  expect  that  kind  of  whole¬ 
hearted  support. 

Marriage  is  very  much  about  families,  our  relation¬ 
ship  to  our  families  of  origin  and  the  new  families  we 
create.  Because  marriage  is  believed  to  be  permanent  and 
all  other  relationships  are  considered  temporary,  and 
therefore  less  valuable,  we  are  expected  to  restructure  our 
family  relationships  through  marriage.  Without  marriage 
we  remain  in  a  kind  of  liminal  status:  there  are  no  other 
recognized  rituals  of  adulthood  through  which  we  leave 
the  status  of  child  and  reenter  our  families  as  fully  recog¬ 
nized  adults.  Without  marriage  and  our  own  nuclear 
families,  our  personal  lives  are  granted  less  significance  — 
as  “unattached”  persons  our  first  responsibility  is  to  our 
parents  and/or  siblings.  We  cannot  choose  to  spend 
holidays  and  vacations  with  our  friends  or  lovers  with  the 
same  nonchalance  as  our  married  siblings.  That  we  might 
feel  as  great  an  attachment  and  sense  of  responsibility  to 
the  people  in  our  lives,  our  friends  and  lovers  who  have 
become  our  families,  as  our  siblings  might  feel  with  regard 
to  their  “traditional”  families,  is  virtually  unthinkable. 

Marriage  legitimizes  relationships  by  granting  adult. 


autonomous  status  to  the  couple  and  by  creating  a  larger 
family  unit  composed  of  the  couple,  their  nuclear  family, 
and  their  respective  families  of  origin.  Although  Cathy’s 
family  and  my  own  were  fairly  well  integrated  prior  to  the 
marriage,  those  bonds  are  now  stronger.  1  wonder,  “Will  a 
lover  of  mine  ever  become  a  daughter  to  my  parents  in  the 
same  way?  Will  our  respective  families  have  any  relation¬ 
ship  with  each  other?  Would  there  ever  even  be  an  occa¬ 
sion  upon  which  they  might  meet?”  As  a  lesbian  I 
recognize  that  my  relationships  do  not  carry  the  legitimacy 
and  value  that  would  promote  such  inter-familial  ties; 
Moreover,  I  expect  that  my  family  would  be  embarrassed, 
even  horrified,  at  the  thought  of  meeting  my  lover’s  fami¬ 
ly.  Such  a  meeting  would  do  exactly  what  it  is  designed  to 
do  in  the  case  of  married  couples  —  legitimate  and 
validate  our  relationship.  They  would  be  forced  to  publicly 
acknowledge  the  very  thing  they  wish  to  deny  —  the 
primary  importance  of  another  woman  in  my  life. 

The  controversy  over  lesbian  and  gay  parenting  can 
be,  in  part,  understood  in  this  context.  Not  surprisingly, 
unmarried  straight  couples  and  single  parents  have  also 
been  attacked  as  unable  to  provide  secure  and  stable 
homes  for  children.  Relationships  which  are  not  blessed 
by  marriage  are  considered  illegitimate,  just  as  are 
children  who  are  a  product  of  those  relationships.  If  our 
relationships  are  thought  to  be  unstable,  temporary,  im¬ 
mature,  and  uncommitted,  then  it  is  not  surprising  that 
our  homes  are  thought  to  be  inadequate  with  respect  to 
raising  kids.  And  if  unmarried  straight  couples  refuse  to 
resist  this  assumption,  expressing  their  commitment  to 
one  another  through  marriage,  where  does  that  leave 
those  of  us  who  cannot  choose  it? 

We  are  left  without  allies  in  our  struggle  against  the 
traditional  family;  our  relationships  continue  to  be  de¬ 
valued,  as  the  connections  between  marriage  and  children 
is  reaffirmed.  We  all  know  that  marriage  licenses  do  not 
create  solid,  loving,  and  caring  relationships,  nor  do  mar¬ 
riage  licenses  guarantee  good  homes  for  kids.  What 
makes  life  hard  for  children  who  grow  up  in  “non- 
traditional”  homes,  whether  they  be  the  homes  of  single 
parents,  unmarried,  gay  or  lesbian  parents,  is  the  world’s 
hostility.  In  defining  alternative  relationships  and  creating 
our  own  families,  we  fight  that  hostility  and  make  the 
world  safer  for  our  children.  As  lesbians  and  gay  men  we 
will  continue  to  fight  this  battle,  and  we  will  continue  to  ask 
for  the  support  of  our  closest  allies,  our  heterosexual 
friends  and  siblings  struggling  with  the  “choice”  of  mar¬ 
riage.  ’ 


My  Sister’s  Gettin 

A  lett 

Dear  Mom  and  Dad: 

When  I  came  out  to  you  last  year,  !  know  you  f 
deeply  disappointed  and  upset,  but  I  felt  you  would  ne\ 
truly  know  me  unless  you  knew  this  about  me.  It  has 
been  easy  to  talk  about  since  then  and  I’ve  never  rea 
told  you  what  growing  up  was  like  for  me.  I’ve  had  to  gi 
you  time,  just  as  I  needed  time  to  accept  my  lesbianh 
and  feel  positive  about  myself.  Now  that  Susan’s  gettt 
married,  1  need  to  talk  to  you  again. 

As  the  oldest  of  your  four  daughters  I  figured  I  si 
supposed  to  do  everything  first  —  go  to  kindergarten,  ta 
piano  lessons,  go  to  college,  get  married,  have  kids,  rig( 
And  there  were,  as  you  know,  a  lot  of  “firsts”  for  me; 
first  in  the  class,  first  chair  clarinet  in  the  band,  I 
distance  runner  on  the  girls’  track  team.  But  when  it  ca^ 
to  boyfriends,  dates  and  going  steady,  my  sisters  w« 
way  ahead  of  me.  So  it’s  no  surprise  that  Susan’s  getHj 
married  first. 

Growing  up  I  assumed  I  was  heterosexual,  but  1  al 
thought  there  was  something  kind  of  wrong  with 
While  I  assumed  I’d  get  married  and  have  kids  (what  «j 
do  girls  do?) ,  I  wasn’t  really  looking  forward  to  it.  inst^jj 
I  liked  to  do  the  things  boys  did.  It  was  much  morefttW 
play  catch  than  to  play  house.  When  I  had  to  play  hoitMj 
volunteered  to  be  the  teenage  boy,  because  he  got  to  n 
the  rocking  horse.  I  loved  sports,  and  even  dreatjl 
about  getting  a  New  York  Giants  football  uniform  fora 
birthday.  I  wanted  to  be  an  Olympic  athlete.  1  warn 
most  of  all  to  be  strong. 

I  felt  different  from  my  sisters  and  friends  —  Gfl 
didn’t  fit.  Maybe  I  was  a  late  bloomer,  I  thought.  I  hadffl 
date  in  high  school  —  for  the  junior  prom  (I’m  sure  jft 
remember!).  Thank  god  Jeff  asked  me;  we  all  belteij 
there  was  something  really  wrong  with  you  if  you  didj 
get  asked.  In  college  I  had  some  male  friends  but  none] 
call  “boyfriends.”  After  college  I  went  out  with  a  few  mi 
but  didn’t  have  a  “real”  relationship. 

It  was  not  a  promising  track  record  for  the  first  mj 
riageable  daughter  in  the  family.  I  know  you  wolfl 
about  my  “lack  of  progress”  in  this  area .  Actually,  so  <wj 
1  kept  wondering  when,  or  if,  my  interest  in  mania 
would  pick  up.  And  if  it  didn’t,  what  would  happen?  Wl 
do  you  do  if  you  don’t  get  married? 

So,  while  these  thoughts  and  worries  floated  thrcM 
my  mind  from  time  to  time,  I  did  my  best  to  mens 
men’s  names  to  you  whenever  possible.  I  wanted  to  k«| 
the  heat  off  me  for  a  little  while  longer. 

When  I  was  25  years  old,  I  had  my  first  sexuall 
perience  with  a  woman.  It  was  a  confusing  time  for# 
the  beginning  of  a  slow  process  of  coming  out  as  a  less 
to  myself  and  to  others.  On  one  hand,  it  felt  wonderfw 
be  with  a  woman.  On  the  other  hand,  I  did  not  wantm 
a  lesbian.  In  my  mind,  lesbians  were  creepy  women  m 
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By  Julie  Ogletree 

Judy,  my  first  woman  lover,  “married"  her  lover. 
Linda.  She  did  it  on  June  16.  It  was  in  the  afternoon  at 
home  with  the  sun  shining  across  the  hardwood  floors. 
The  faces  of  their  friends,  and  even  some  of  their  families, 
smile  from  photographs  taken  that  day.  Judy's  note  to  me 
about  her  decision  was  sensitive  but  casual.  I  was  essen¬ 
tially  her  first  woman  lover,  too.  She  invited  me  but  I  knew 
immediately  the  ceremony  would  be  too  much.  Except 
for  the  sexes,  the  situation  is  classic,  right? 

I  thought  I  had  dealt  with  losing  her  as  a  lover  and 
friend  years  ago.  Four  years  to  be  exact.  Our  time  as 
lovers  had  been  brief,  intense.  For  me  it  also  had  been  a 
wrenching  loss.  We  had  loved  each  other,  been  best 
friends,  confidants  for  nearly  three  years  before  we 
acknowledged  the  sexual  undercurrent  between  us.  Judy 
and  Linda  got  together  six  months  after  Judy  and  I  split. 

But  that  is  years-old  news.  I  have  moved  on. 
matured.  I  live  a  thousand  miles  from  her  now.  Other  pas¬ 
sions  fuel  me  —  politics,  a  deeper,  more  visceral  love  with 
another  woman.  The  energy  and  gifts  I  feel  in  my  life  now 
are  unprecedented,  tremendously  exciting  and  challeng¬ 
ing.  It  is  richness  I  never  dreamed.  So  why  am  1  so  un¬ 
casual.  so  undone  by  Judy’s  choice  to  commit  herself  to 
another  woman? 

We  had  been  writing  each  other  recently  Time  and 
exchanging  letters  have  left  me  much  healed  and  excited 
about  retrieving  an  old  friend.  I  had  made  plans  to  see  her 
this  summer,  yet  when  I  heard  about  the  ceremony,  1  felt 
too  fragile  to  go.  It  was  all  too  loaded.  It  would  have  been 
one  thing  if  we  could  have  visited  a  few  times  first,  but 
their  marriage  as  our  reunion?  I  knew  1  wouldn’t  be  that 
cool. 

When  I  heard  about  the  wedding,  I  told  myself  it 
wasn  t  really  a  “wedding.’  As  several  of  my  more  ex¬ 
perienced  lesbian  friends  tell  me,  we  as  a  group  have 
more  creative  ways  of  defining  relationships.  Maybe  Judy 
and  Linda  aren’t  planning  on  “forever,”  I  thought.  Maybe 
it’s  not  a  simple  variation  on  the  traditional  straight  institu¬ 
tion. 

I  wondered  at  my  reaction:  where  is  my  tolerance  for 
choice?  Sometimes  I  feel  we  lesbians  develop  party  lines 


all  these  trappings  of  traditional  restriction  I  was  im¬ 
pressed  with  what  I  read  in  the  text  of  their  ceremony 
I  here  was  boldness  and  originality  there,  even  wisdom. 

I  was  shocked  and  relieved  to  hear  Linda  speak 
casually  about  their  “wedding."  her  honest,  easy  use  of 
the  word  in  a  community  which  so  often  feels  stiflingly 
self-conscious.  Judy  was  proud  describing  their  decision 
not  to  second-guess  the  politically  correct  garb  that  les¬ 
bians  wear  in  their  weddings.  They  wore  what  they 
wanted  skirts  and  blouses.  Judy  and  Linda  seem  com¬ 
fortable  living  on  the  edge  of  their  midwestern  lesbian 
community. 

I  can  t  dismiss  Judy  and  Linda's  choice.  They  are 
demanding  to  be  taken  seriously  in  their  act  of  “radical 
monogamy."  as  Judy  described  it.  Yet  I  feel  a  bit  like  I  did 
when  my  divorced  parents  each  married  new  partners. 
That  ache  in  the  pit  of  my  stomach  which  means  no  going 
back  to  some  imagined  idyllic  past.  No  recovery  from  the 
loss  of  my  original  family  or  my  original  lover.  The  scars 
between  us  can  never  be  unmade  or  fully  healed.  The 
distance  can  never  be  bridged.  She  and  I  cannot  be  lovers 
when  I  m  40  and  she’s  39.  In  my  fantasies.  I  was  going  to 
visit  her  farm  to  sit  with  her  in  front  of  her  fire.  We’d  com- 
fort  each  other,  she  encouraging  me  in  my  political  battles 
while  I  lent  support  to  her  personal  ones.  My  dream  com¬ 
pensated  for  my  pain  over  our  ill-timed  first  loving  — 
damaged  by  the  examples  of  family  relations  we'd  each 
seen  and  not  yet  shed;  by  my  emerging  as  a  lesbian  from  a 
shame-ridden  heterosexual  shell.  Her  wedding  means  I 
don’t  get  a  second  chance.  Maybe  I  wouldn't  have 
anyway. 

Still,  beyond  my  own  loss,  my  sense  of  political 
betrayal  won’t  let  go  of  her  apparent  choice  to  parallel  the 
heterosexual  plan.  I’m  confused  about  this.  Lesbians  are 
different,  fundamentally.  I  thought.  We  do  not  have 
privilege  because  we  are  not  joined  to  men.  We  don’t  get 
the  social  accessories  that  accompany  that  choice- 
acknowledgement  that  our  ties  to  our  lovers  are  impor¬ 
tant.  real,  deep,  and  at  least  as  valid  as  those  between 
married  men  and  women.  Somehow  Judy  has  cashed  in 
on  a  variation  of  this  privilege.  She  has  made  a  family  I 
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vere  with  women  only  because  they  couldn’t  get  men  or 
lidn’t  want  to  make  the  effort. 

Needless  to  say.  I  was  terrified  to  talk  to  anyone 
ibout  the  possibility  that  1  might  actually  be  one.  For  two 
tears  1  couldn’t  even  say  the  word  “lesbian”  without  stut- 
ering.  Yet  I  desperately  wanted  to  be  around  and  to  make 
:onnections  with  other  lesbians.  It  was  lonely  being  on  the 
>utside  looking  in . 

So  I  began  to  read  books  about  lesbians,  attend 
vomen’s  music  concerts  (alone),  and  go  to  the  women  s 
tookstore.  I’d  scan  the  “lesbian”  shelves  at  the  bookstore 
ind,  if  I  was  brave,  I’d  check  out  the  calendar  of  events  in 
3ay  Community  News,  being  careful  not  to  look  too  in- 
erested.  I  even  went  to  a  women  s  bar  and  a  lesbian 
lance,  although  most  of  the  time  I  kept  to  the  dark  cor- 
iers,  hoping  nobody  there  would  know  me. 

Eventually,  I  met  a  wonderful  lesbian  couple  who 
,ecame  my  friends.  They  helped  me  to  open  up  and 
ealize  that  it’s  okay  to  be  who  1  am  and  to  explore  new 
hinqs  As  I  gained  more  positive  feelings  and  confidence,  I 
ook  more  steps  “out  of  the  closet”  and  began  to  meet 
nore  lesbians.  A  few  times  I  ventured  guardedly  into  the 
esbian  and  gay  community.  I  also  began  to  explore  rela- 
ionships  with  women .  I  struggled  with  what  it  means  to  be 
,  lesbian.  Coming  out  to  myself  has  been  an  exciting  pro¬ 
ngs.  and  the  process  continues. 

Just  last  week  Susan  told  me  she’s  getting  married  — 
he  first  daughter  to  marry.  1  know  you’re  excited,  watch- 
nq  a  daughter  you  raised  begin  a  new  stage  in  her  life, 
rhere  will  be  a  big  celebration .  I’m  sure  —  music,  dancing, 
-od,  a  photographer,  lots  of  family  and  lots  of  friends.  I  m 
ippy  for  her  as  well,  because  I  love  her  and  this  is  a 

iecial  time  for  her.  . 

But  I  also  feel  sad,  knowing  that  my  choice  of  a  lover 

ould  elicit  from  you  more  pain  than  joy.  In  a  way,  it  s 
azv  for  me  to  expect  you  to  feel  otherwise.  After  all,  you 
ere  taught  along  with  the  rest  of  us  that  anything  other 
an  heterosexual  marriage  Ik—  and  the  heterosexuality  of 
>ur  children  —  would  mean  failure  as  parents. 

Even  so,  I  can't  help  wanting  you  to  share  my  excite- 
ent  about  my  life.  I  can’t  help  resenting  that  my  sister 
,n  announce  to  the  whole  world  who  she  is  and  whom 
e  loves,  while  1  am  expected  to  hide  who  1  am  and 
horn  I  love.  So  I  suppose  I’ll  keep  hoping  that  someday. 
I  commit  myself  to  a  woman  like  Susan  is  committing 
>rself  to  a  man.  you  will  also  want  to  celebrate  my  hap- 

ness  with  family  and  friends  —  or  at  least  with  me 
nt;:>  I  love  you . 


Queer  Possibilities  For 

Creativity  And  Connection 


of  our  own  that  hold  me  back  —  perhaps  a  response  to 
how  little  ground  we  can  call  our  own.  We  have  created 
an  array  of  acceptable  pigeonholes  to  put  ourselves  in .  We 
use  these  as  clues  so  we  can  see  that  we  exist,  that  our 
lives  are  okay.  That  we  do  not  have  to  recreate  hetero¬ 
sexual  patterns.  I  wonder. 

How  do  we  create  new  forms  when  all  the  pieces  we 
start  with  begin  totally  immersed  in  straight  culture?  I 
reassure  myself  that  the  volatile  ingredients  of  two  women 
together  change  the  formula  so  radically  that  lesbian 
possibilities  for  creativity  and  connection  transcend  these 
limits.  I  wonder.  We  do  have  the  advantage  of  fewer 
precedents,  different  conditioning,  certain  skills,  perhaps 
innate  qualities  that  men  and  women  cannot  have 
together.  Our  lack  of  role  models  gives  us  more  room  to 
maneuver.  Our  lack  of  privilege  gives  us  less  to  lose.  “The 
lesbian  community”  is  no  monolith,  either.  Women  ar¬ 
range  their  lives  and  relationships  in  different  ways.  There 
is  not  “one  way”  to  live  out  lesbian  love. 

I  told  myself  to  give  her  room.  This  public  “commit¬ 
ment  ceremony”  doesn’t  have  to  be  the  same  as  a  more 
traditional  wedding  —  either  as  an  event  or  a  relationship. 
She  deserves  credit  for  having  the  courage  to  express  her 
love  publicly.  Within  my  corner  of  the  lesbian  community 
it  sometimes  feels  like  there  are  covert  rules  of  behavior 
which  undermine  and  mock  on-going  relationships.  And 
all  the  while,  straight  society  refuses  to  see  lesbians, 
period.  A  rock  and  a  hard  place.  Relationships  are  only 
acceptable  if  the  connection  isn’t  described  too  directly  as 
deep  or  committed. 

I  wrote  Judy  a  supportive  letter  explaining  my  reser¬ 
vations  about  not  coming  to  the  event.  I  meant  the  sup¬ 
port.  We  made  arrangements  to  see  each  other  later, 
when  1  came  to  visit  other  friends.  I  even  managed  some 
level  of  nonchalance.  But  if  1  understand  and  support  her 
choice  intellectually,  why  do  1  feel  so  hurt  and  angry,  so 
betrayed  and  shut  out?  Is  this  what  any  ex-lover  feels 
knowing  her  lover  has  moved  on? 

But  “marriage”  isn’t  simply  “moving  on  1  didn  t 
think  lesbians  really  got  married.  Oh.  I’ve  heard  jokes 
about  it.  1  knew,  theoretically,  that  women  did.  Now  1 
know.  1  saw  Judy  and  she  is  married.  She  is  committed: 
institutionalized,  not  within  four  walls,  but  she  has  relin¬ 
quished  a  certain  flexibility  and  freedom.  A  public  link  has 
been  forged  between  Judy  and  Linda.  There  are  photo¬ 
graphs.  matching  rings  they  each  wear,  and  family  and 
friends  who  were  witnesses  to  prove  it.  Their  ceremony, 
which  I  have  a  copy  of  (more  evidence),  was  even 
spiritually  sanctioned  by  an  enlightened  minister.  Yet  for 


thought  we  all  gave  up  by  default.  Admittedly,  the  parts 
she  has  gotten  are  primarily  cosmetic,  yet  they  do  have 
value.  She  has  public  recognition  of  her  intimacy  with  Lin¬ 
da  from  their  closest  friends  and  family.  She  plans, 
without  hesitation,  to  take  legal  steps  to  further  solidify 
their  bonds:  give  Linda  beneficiary  status  on  her  in¬ 
surance.  exchange  power  of  attorney  rights  (rights  to  sigh 
documents  for  each  other  if  either  should  become  in¬ 
competent  to  care  for  her  affairs) .  plans  for  future  proper¬ 
ty  contracts  and  kids.  I  thought  lesbians  would  have  anti¬ 
nuclear  families.  Is  two  women  together  enough  to  defuse 
the  destructive  core  of  these  traditional  bonds?  I  wonder. 

I  can’t  decipher  whether  I’m  envious  of  their  ap¬ 
parent  stablility  —  a  quality  I  once  valued  above  all  else 
and  now  view  with  suspicion  —  or  disappointed  at  two 
lesbians  leaving  the  front  lines  of  the  battle  to  sort  out  their 
love  for  each  other,  outside  the  community  fishbowl  of  ex¬ 
lovers,  attraction  and  non-monogamy.  I  know  they  do 
not  exist  apart  from  these  tensions,  but  they  seem  pro¬ 
tected.  I  know  their  security  could  be  illusionary.  depen¬ 
ding  on  how  their  lives  change  —  how  alive  their  relation¬ 
ship  remains.  From  my  own  forays  into  intimacy.  I  know 
Judy  and  Linda  are  taking  a  real  risk. 

Where  is  my  bad  faith  coming  from?  In  part,  it’s  loss 
and  jealousy,  even  though  1  don’t  want  to  be  lovers  with 
Judy  now.  But  lately  I've  wondered  if  we  can  build  any 
sort  of  friendship  again.  It  seems  Linda  fills  all  the  space, 
although  maybe  my  vision  is  shadowed  by  the  ragged 
healing  of  our  relationship.  The  words  Judy  and  Linda 
spoke  to  each  other  do  acknowledge  that  they  are  part  of 
the  world  and  want  their  love  to  extend  to  others.  Maybe 
I’m  the  one  who’s  limiting  the  possibilities  of  being  friends 
with  Judy  by  seeing  them  in  polar  terms:  either  marginal 
or  intimate. 

I  do  fear  that  Judy  and  Linda  are  no  longer  pushing 
for  new  forms  —  creative  ways  to  love.  We  need  their 
energy.  Simultaneously,  1  want  to  take  that  statement 
back.  Who  am  I  to  judge  their  possibilities?  Aren't  we  all 
experimenters  at  this  loving?  Their  ceremony  did  not  talk 
about  “obeying  ”  each  other  “till  death  do  us  part  They 
said  words  rarely  spoken  in  straight  weddings,  about 
respect  and  distance,  separation  and  togetherness,  em¬ 
powerment  and  a  sense  of  being  "home  together.  Once 
more  I  am  neck-deep  in  ambivalence.  I  was  moved  and 
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mushe.  Though  I  was  surprised  to 
see  him,  no  one  else  batted  an  eye. 
He  was  clearly  just  another 
member  of  the  women’s  proces¬ 
sion. 

Later  that  night  I  went  to  one  of 
the  big  dances  held  under  a  huge 
canvas  tarp,  like  a  circus  tent.  I 
had  been  invited  by  an  older 
woman  who  was  a  member  of  the 
society  sponsoring  the  dance.  As 
she  and  her  son  offered  us  beer 
and  snacks,  I  realized  her  son  was 
a  mushe.  And  all  around  me,  to 
my  delight,  were  a  number  of  gay 
men,  laughing  and  enjoying 


themselves.  Some  were  old,  some 
were  young;  some  wore  long  hair, 
others  not;  some  wore  make-up.  It 
was  clear  to  everyone  that  this  was 
a  group  of  gay  men,  but  it  seemed 
totally  acceptable  within  this 
crowd  of  hundreds  of  straight  peo¬ 
ple. 

I  found  out  that  mushes  even 
have  a  special  role  in  the  velas. 
They  are  in  charge  of  making  the 
bright  shiny  paper  decorations  for 
these  dances. 

Of  course  as  a  lesbian,  I  was 
eager  to  find  out  about  my 
“sisters”  —  the  female  mushes. 
People  told  me  about  women  they 


knew  who  lived  together,  but  for  a 
number  of  reasons  it  was  harder  to 
see  their  presence  on  the  surface. 

Zapotec  culture  is  strongly 
divided  between  women’s  roles 
and  men’s  roles.  But  there  is  a 
tremendous  amount  of  in¬ 
dependence  for  women.  In 
general,  Zapotecas  are  quick  to  ex¬ 
press  their  opinions  and  are  very 
self-determined.  Frequently  they 
control  the  money  within  the 
household.  In  the  fiestas,  women 
traditionally  dance  with  each  other 
while  the  men  sit  outside  the  circle, 
rarely  dancing.  Women  told  me 
they  thought  they  could  drink 
more  than  the  men  and  that  it 
didn’t  matter  if  their  husbands 
were  there  or  not.  They  enjoyed 


each  other’s  company. 

I  had  the  pleasure  at  one  dance 
of  being  taken  underwing  by  a 
woman  of  about  sixty  who  whirled 
me  about  in  the  traditional  dances. 
All  night  long,  she  kept  me  sup¬ 
plied  with  ice  cold  beers  and 
snacks  to  eat. 

But  though  I  met  strong  women, 
independent  women,  I  neither  met 
nor  saw  any  women  who  cross- 
dressed.  I  wondered  if  women 
mushes  simply  didn’t  do  this  or  if 
there  were  more  pressures  on  them 
to  lead  a  “het”  life. 

Clearly  there  are  still  aspects  of 
homophobia  in  Juchit&n.  Despite 
the  fact  that  gay  men  were  in  abun¬ 
dance  at  the  dances,  they  didn’t 
dance  with  each  other,  but  only 


with  women.  And  I  was  told  a 
story  about  a  mother  who  was 
unhappy  because  her  little  son  was 
more  interested  in  making  tortillas 
than  in  playing  with  “boys’  toys.” 

As  a  lesbian  from  the  United 
States,  I  recognized  that  mushe 
cultures  in  Juchitdn  was  much  dif¬ 
ferent  from  lesbian  and  gay  culture 
in  my  hometown  of  Boston.  For 
starters,  the  economy  is  mainly 
agricultural  and  the  social  roles  of 
women  and  men  are  strictly  de¬ 
fined.  Yet  the  strong  presence  of 
mushes  who  had  crossed  the  sex- 
role  lines  and  who  were  included 
rather  than  ostracized  from  the 
culture-at-large,  was  a  heart¬ 
warming  experience  that  will  stay 
with  me  forever. 
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9  INDIVIDUAL/ GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON.  MA 
617-266-2240  . 

reAlrTH  mSVBAHCEACCglBl 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Referrals  to  Lawyers  who  Charge 
Reasonable  Fees  Based  on  Your  Income 


National  Lawyers  Guild 
Lawyer  Referral  Service 

617-227-7008 

Monday-Friday  1  PM-5  PM 


3sQai\d  lesbians  <jUaga#ine 

Hawaii's  Lesbian  Hews,  Art, 
Fiction,  Poetry,  Music, 
Politics,  &  Humor  monthly 

515  yr.  &CY  Sample  copy  $2  made  payable  to: 
Moonarts  Publishers,  P.0.  Box  1371,  Honolulu,  HI.  96807 


Dec/Jan  *83-84 
Premiere  Issue 

HabariDa  fta  ri 


Controversial 

Informative 

News  of  the  Black  and 
Third  World/People  of 
Color  Community. 


Habari-Daftari 

A  New  Beginning 


Habari-Daftari  is  published  six  times  a 
year  by  the  National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays 


Subscriptions 

$6.00  (1  Year)  e  $10.00  (2  Years) 
$15.00  (3  Years) 

Habari-Daftari  may  also  be  purchased 
from  these  fine  bookshops  in  your  area. 
Lambda  Rising  Bookstore,  Washington,  DC 
Lammas  Woman’s  Bookstore,  Washington,  DC 
Glad  Day  Bookstore,  Boston,  MA 
Glad  Day  Bookstore,  Toronto,  Canada 
A  Different  Light  Bookstore,  Los  Angeles,  CA 
Walt  Whitman  Bookshop,  San  Francisco,  CA 

Habari-Daftari 

The  NCBG  Newsmagazine 
P.0.  Box  11493  •  Chicago,  IL  60611-0493  •  USA/EU 

(Subscription  rates  good  In  U.S.,  Canada  and  Mexico.  Rates  subject  to  change.) 


Feb/Mar  84 


HaSarFDaftari 

1.W.I  U»l|MliM  Wri.rt  It's  To  Laal 

Sm<*  4/nca  umd  LaoMfca 

Tkm  I.  aatoa  Caai  mHiaai 


/ 
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JACKIE  RAYNAL’S 


Hotel 
New  york 


A  zany  surreal  comedy  of  a  French 
filmmaker  and  her  misadventures 
in  Manhattan. 


Raynal  shows  a  New  York . . .  that  usually 
never  gets  on  the  screen,  and  the  storytelling  is 
so  swift,  so  pared  down,  and  economical  that 
Raynal  can  pack  more  into  one  hour  than 
many  filmmakers  can  into  two. 

—Michael  Wilmington,  FILMEX-L.A. 


STARRING 

Jackie  Raynal,  Sid  Geffen  and  Gary  Indiana 
Director  of  Photography:  Babette  Mangolte 


A  World  Artists  Release,  *  1985 


With 


ANDY  WARHOL’S 

“TRASH” 


Starts  Friday,  August  2nd 
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A  Lesbian  Wedding 

Continued  from  page  9 


amused  by  the  pictures  of  the  two 
of  them  grinning  from  ear  to  ear  as 
they  “came  out”  of  their  bedroom 
closet.  I  like  that  ritual  much  bet¬ 
ter  than  couples  feeding  each  other 
cake.  1  am  angry  and  pleased  to 
hear  their  words  about  distance 
and  difference.  They  said  these 
concepts  are  basic  to  love. 

My  anger  startles  me.  I’m  angry 
that  they  might  make  it  together 
for  a  long,  long  time.  If  they  make 
it,  I’m  left  out.  Their  ceremony 
reveals  wisdom.  They  seem  to  be 
entering  their  commitment  with 
open  eyes.  I’m  angry  because  they 
express  some  of  what  I  want  to 
have  in  my  relationships  and  I’m 
afraid  I  won’t  get  it. 

Perhaps  some  of  this  anger  is 
really  a  mask  for  fear:  since  they 
have  some  of  what  1  want,  do  I 
have  to  get  married,  too?  I  feel 
angry  at  them  for  reviving  that  op¬ 
tion,  one  I  dumped  along  with  lots 


of  heterosexual  garbage  when  I  ac¬ 
cepted  myself  as  a  lesbian.  And 
here  is  a  marriage  that  suggests  it  is 
not  a  closed  option.  Are  these 
thoughts  a  backlash?  A  dangerous 
going  back  to  heterosexual  forms 
because  it  is  too  hard  to  make  new 
ones?  I  wonder,  yet  such 
judgments  feel  too  simple. 

Judy  looks  very  happy  in  the 
pictures.  She  and  Linda  are  easy 
with  each  other,  Judy’s  intensity 
tempered  by  Linda’s  calmness. 
Regardless  of  the  heterosexual 
parallels,  there’s  one  thing  I  know: 
it  is  still  radical  for  two  women  to 
declare  their  love  for  each  other  in 
front  of  50  people.  Judy  and  Lin¬ 
da’s  marriage  is  not  an  abandon¬ 
ment  of  their  queerness.  They  are 
women  who  have  the  audacity  to 
be  serious  about  loving  each  other. 
They  are  committed  to  making 
their  relationship  deepen  and 
grow. 


Tomlin  Tix 

Want  good  seats  to  see  Lily 
Tomlin  in  Boston  on  Aug.  17-Sept. 
7?  To  help  out  “ hard-core  Lily 
fans,”  Tomlin’s  publicist  has 
distributed  to  local  lesbian  and  gay 
businesses  coupons  which  will 
allow  access  to  the  box  off  ice  four 
hours  before  it  opens  to  the  general 
public  at  noon,  Aug.  12.  Call  your 
bookstore  or  club  for  more  infor¬ 
mation. 


1 


THE  SEARCH  FOR  SIGNS  | 
OF  INTELLIGENT  LIFE  IN 
THE  UNIVERSE 


A  Cosmic  Soup  Opera 
written  by 
Jane  Wagner 


s= 

B 


ts 

ts 

c= 
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A  Pre-Broadway  Preview 
to  benefit 

Women’s  Action 
for  Nuclear  Disarmament 

Wilbur  Theatre 

Tremont  Street  | 

Boston,  Massachusetts  g 

Tuesday,  August  20,  1985  | 

8  pm  1 

followed  by  a  Wine  &  Cheese  * 

Reception  with  Ms.  Tomlin  g 

Tickets:  $35  (performance  only)  f 

|  Call:  (617)  643-6740  or  (617)  643-4880  F  f 


-S' 


m. 


GCN  benefit  raffle 

Chances  $1  each,  6  for 

2  great  seats  for 

Available  at  GCN 

LILY  TOMLIN 

Drawing  August  1 1 

Box  office  opens 

Opening  night,  Aug.  22 

August  12 

GAYFLLOW  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups,  liars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  group:,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc.  etc.  etc.  (area  codes  &  zip  codgs  too!) 
USA  A  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas. 
N.  &  S.  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Oelaware.  District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island.  Vermont.  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lor  men 

$20;  The  rest  of  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men  s  coverage  only 

Ranasunca  House.  Box  292GCN  VMaga  Station. 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail .  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  lor  further 
information,  send  stamped  sell-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  fa 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  Iron  Glad 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St. .  Toronto,  Ontario  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (chock  ter  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayeflow  Pages  on  mailng  labotsl 


VACATION 

OWNERSHIP 

OGUNQUIT*  PROVINCETOWN 
FT.  LAUDERDALE*  KEY  WEST 

Hillcrest  Inn  Resort  offers  fully 
owned  sfudio  units  at  $49,900 
and  deeded  timeshare  weeks  from  $1900 
An  Affiliate  of 

Resort  Condominums  International 
Special  Inspection  Visits 
for  two  include  lodging  and  entertainment 
in  our  Art  Deco  PAINTED  LADY  LOUNGE 
For  details  call  Skip  or  Pam  at 

1-800-446-1139  or  207-646-4217 


WOMENCRAFTS,  Celebrating  our  10th  year 
373  Commercial  St.  /  Provincetown,  MA  02657  /  (617)  487-2501 


SUBSCRIBE! 


Now  Air  Conditioned!! 


CAFE 

Boston  338-7037 


STANHOPE 

•—FRAMERS—1 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Comer  Frames  "  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 


Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02143 

by  appointment  only 


666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


T’sfortheT 


imes 


lavender  or  lied  Shirt 
Hold  Black  Symbols 
Proudly  Proclaims: 

'I’M  GAY’! 


s9.95  ea. 

M:  $.  M.  LG,  AND  X  LG. 

P.O.  Box  622 
Haddonlield,  N.J.  08033 
include  name,  address 
sixes,  qty,  &  payment 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 


•  Free  initial  consultations  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Non-force  techniques  •  Exercise  programs 


669  Somerville  Avenue,  Somerville,  MA  02143 

Near  the  Porter  Square  T  station 

(617)  628-9547 

insurance  accepted  MC  &  VISA  welcome 


JlCaryarei  TIC.  Gap  re 

insurance  OJyency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 

•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments  { •  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 

•  Notary  Public  Sal.  104  PM 

277-8187  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 
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Bronski  Beat 

Continued from  page  6 

Welcome  to  the  Pleasuredome  was 
momentarily  fun  because  the  cover 
art  was  so  homoerotic,  chic  and 
slick,  but  “Krisco  Kisses”  was 
mere  titilation  compared  to  the 
Bronski  Beat’s  “Why?”, 
“Screaming,”  “Heatwave,”  or 
“Need  a  Man  Blues.”  And  though 
Frankie’s  nifty  sleeve  notes 
amused  us  with  mentions  of 
Melville,  Rimbaud,  Andre  Gide, 
Oscar  Wilde,  and  Virginia  Woolf, 
Bronski  Beat’s  notes  provide  the 
number  for  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force. 

The  musical  sophistication  on 


The  Age  of  Consent  is  such  that 
the  inclusion  of  George  “and  his 
lovely  wife”  Ira  Gershwin’s  “It 
Ain’t  Necessarily  So”  isn’t 
remotely  camp.  They  are  true  to  all 
its  jazzy  beauty  —  complete  with 
stunning  saxophone  work  —  but 
oh,  what  they  do  with  “David  was 
small  but  oh  my”  without  resort¬ 
ing  to  verbal  italicization. 

True  to  rock’s  tradition  of  tran¬ 
sience,  the  Bronski  Beat  has 


already  disbanded.  Before  their 
all-too-brief  history  closed,  homo- 
phobic  U.S.  dee-jays  had  pres¬ 
sured  MCA  Records  into  remov¬ 
ing  the  listing  of  international  age- 
of-consent  laws  from  the  Bronski 
Beat  album  sleeve.  This  is  testa¬ 
ment  enough  of  the  excellence  — 
preserved  in  vinyl,  if  not  in  life  — 
of  these  outspoken  queens  of 
modern  rock  and  roll. 


The  Bronski  Beat  doesn  V  hint - 
and-flirt;  it  delivers . 


N.  E.W.  M.  R.  V 

Labor  Day  Weekend,  Aug.  30-Sept.  2 

Ten  Mile  River’s  Scout  Camp  Keowa,  Bethel,  NY  (Same  site  as  last  year) 

PERFORMERS 
ALIX  DOBKIN  •  CASSELBERRY  &  DUPREE  •  TERESA  TRULL  &  BARBARA  HIGBIE  •  CRIS  WILLIAMSON 
VARIED  VOICES  OF  BLACK  WOMEN:  Mary  Watkins  -  Pat  Parker  -  Gwen  Avery  -  Linda  Tillery 
DEIDRE  McCALLA  •  ADRIENNE  TORF  &  JUNE  JORDAN  •  Special  appearance  by  THERESE  EDELL 

UBRYS  •  ATABEX  •  SUEDE  •  ROBIN  FERGUSON  •  LEAH  WARNICK  •  BETH  YORK  •  CINDEE  GRACE  4  SUSAN  K.  JOHNSON  -  CAROL  BOZENA  -THE  DEUCE  QUARTET 

EMCEES  —  KATE  CLINTON  •  NANCY  BUCKWALTER 

Workshops..  Women-Made  Crafts..  Childcare  for  all  girls  (&  boys  under  10) ...Women  with  Disabilities  Welcome..  Concerts  Interpreted  for  Deaf  Women...Taped  and  Large  Print  Brochures 

Price  includes:  concerts,  workshops,  parking,  vegetarian  meals  and  camping 

3  DAY-ADVANCE  —  $75  -  $85  -  $95  Please  select  the  price  that  seems  most  appropriate  to  your  income  level. 

ABSOLUTELY  NO  PETS  (EXCEPT  EYE  /  EAR  GUIDES) 

DEADLINE  FOR  CRAFTS:  JULY  31 


TICKET  ORDER  FORM 

NO  PERSONAL  CHECKS,  PLEASE 

Certified  Checks  or  Money  Orders  Payable  to:  N.E.W.M.R. 

For  ticket  return,  please  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope.  Orders  postmarked  after  Aug.  21  will  be  held  at  the  gate. 

One  registration  form  per  woman,  please. 

Mail  orders  to:  N.E.W.M.R.,  P.O.  Box  728,  West  Hartford,  CT  061 07  •203-233-7394 

Please  Print: 

Name  _ _ d. _ 

Address  _ _ _ 

- - j - -  Zip - 


TICKET  PRICES  (Advance) 

Please  check  one:  _ _ _  $85  regular  •  .  ,.  $95  contributing 


_ $75  student  /  unemployed 

Please  send  additional  information: _ women  of  color  • _ health  care  •  ___  child  care 

Please  register  in  advance  for  child  care. _ girl(s),  ages _ • _ boy(s),  ages _ 

*  5-GAD  Low  income  women:  limited  sheltered  space  is  available  and  must  be  reserved  in  advance. 


Friday  Evening 
Stuff  and  Nonsense 

Wc'rv  looking  for  a  few  good 
qurrrs  lo  help  bring  GCN  out. 
If  you'd  like  to  join  the  stuffing, 
licking  and  labelling  brigade, 
please  drop  by  the  GCN 
offices  any  Friday  evening. 
(1B7  Tremont  St..  Boston. 
King  the  buzzer  and  someone 
will  let  you  in.) 


1080  BELMONT  STREET 
WATERTOWN.  MA  02172 


489-4047 


Gay  operated 
Doug  &  Jay 


HAIR  SKIN  NAILS 

MEN  AND  WOMEN 

AVANTGARDf  NEWWAVE  TRADITIONAL 
WAXING  MAKEUP  PERMS  COLORS 


Minutes  from  Rt.  128  &  Moss  Pike 


CAREER/JOB  CHANGE 

Graduation-Job  Search _ 

Our  experienced  staff  will  work  with  you 
individually  to: 

•  do  strategic  planning  for  your  marketing 
campaign 

•  develop  an  effective  resume 

•  make  best-fit  comparisons  of  your  offers 

•  assess  your  career  to  date 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Rflferral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


bo 


behavior 

associates 


45  Newbury  Street.  Boston 
Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


iiiiHminmir 

JTO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF. 
■PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE! 
■(Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memoirs  ot  ant 
f  Anarchist). 


Im  22,  have  a  child  5,  love  writing] 
poetry,  drawing,  walks  in  the 
moonlight,  and  sunsets  and  sunrises,  ■ 
and  would  like  to  write  to  a  woman  (in 
prison  or  outside).  Age  and  color  have 
no  importance.  Paula .  McCAULEY, 
971  Hwy  K,  Taycheedah  Wl  54935, 
Lonely  lesbian  needs  mail  from  car-  | 
ing  free  lesbians  who  have  time  to 
write  (not  allowed  to  write  other 
|  prisoners).  If  interested  please  write 
I  Kathy  Jo  ELLIOTT,  800697A.  Box  A 
|  Unit  4.  Oakdale  IA  52319. 

I  am  an  old-fashioned  butch,  looking  I 
at  6-10  yers  unless  I  pay  restitution.  It  | 
ain  t  much  but  a  lot  when  inside  these 
walls.  Need  penpals  now  and  when  I ' 
transfer  to  Texas.  Letters  with  pics 
would  be  great,  but  will  answer  all. 
Lyn  HAUBER,  Box  99,  Framingham 
MA  01701. 

.  1  "  1  ■  - . .  1 
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GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
PRISONER  PROJECT 
We  send  free  papers,  books  (when 
they  are  donated  and  money  for . 
postage  is  available),  and  run  free 
penpal  ads.  (There's  sometimes  a 
long  waiting  list  because  of  limited 
space.)  As  we  get  more  volunteers 
we'll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
|  make  the  connections  between  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  behind  bars  and 
j  those  of  us  on  the  outside.  If  you  can 
help  with  your  time  or  a  contribu¬ 
tion  of  mainly  gay  paperbacks  or  of 
money),  we  are  at  167  Tremont, 
Boston,  MA  02111.  THANKS! 


I'm  interested  in  writing,  reading, 
building  boats,  sailing  and  the  rights 
of  all  gays.  I  would  enjoy  hearing  from 
anyone  who  has  an  open  mind  and  is 
not  just  interested  in  sex.  All  replies 
will  be  answered.  Robert  E.  (Bob) 
HILL,  361708,  Ellis  II,  Huntsville  TX 
77340. _ 

33  yr  old  Black  Transvestite- 
Transsexual  seeking  friendship  and 
possible  permanent  love  relationship. 
Must  be  honest  and  loyal.  Prefer  so¬ 
meone  30  or  over.  Race  is  no  problem. 
Jo  “JoAnn"  WALLACE,  21368,  Box 
900,  Jefferson  City  MO  65102. 

GCN  PRISONER  READERS!! 

IF  YOU  STOP  RECEIVING  THE 
PAPER,  IT  IS  FOR  ONE  OF  TWO 
REASONS:  THE  PRISON  IS  MESSING 
WITH  IT,  OR  YOU  DID  NOT  RESPOND 
TO  GCN’S  ONCE  A  YEAR  LETTER 
ASKING  IF  YOU  ARE  STILL  THERE. 
IF  YOURS  STOPS  COMING,  YOU 
MAY  WANT  TO  PROTEST.  WE‘LL 
SEND  YOU  SOME  INFO  ON  HOW  TO  . 
DO  IT.  STAY  IN  TOUCH.  _ 

I  was  not  sure  if  I  should  write 
because  I'm  just  coming  out  of  the 
closet  and  was  afraid  of  what  others 
here  would  say,  but  I  don't  care 
anymore.  I  will  not  allow  my  sexuality 
to  be  a  handicap  any  longer.  I  would 
like  to  get  a  copy  of  GCN  and  have  a 
penpal.  My  interests  include  motor¬ 
cycles,  music,  outdoors,  and  skiing. 
I'm  just  “coming  out"  so  please  be 
gentle.  Mike  FONTI,  84A  0656,  Box 

fi7,  Dannemora  NY  12929. _ 

abes,  please  put  my  name  in  your 

newspaper  before  I  go  crazy  in  this 
place.  I  want  to  thank  you  for  all 
you've  sent  me  (books  and  papers). 
It’s  helped  a  lot!  Joseph  R. 
BRAYTON,  BCI.;  PO  Box  500,  Otustee 
,FL  32072. 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


I’d  like  to  hear  from  prisoners  who  have 
undergone  involuntary  medication/treat- 
ment  in  prison:  particularly  the  reasons 
for  their  being  medicated/drugged  and 
situations  where  prisoners  have  been 
threatened  with  disciplinary  action  for 
refusing  to  take  drugs.  Send  info  to:  GCN 
Prisoner  Project,  167  Tremont  St., 
Boston  MA  02111. 


ft 


National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays 
offers  its  (sometimes)  bimonthly 
publication  Habari  Daftari  to 
prisoners  free  of  charge  and  also  will 
attempt  to  offer  some  referral 
information  (legal,  political,  etc).  They 
do  not  have  enought  people  to 
answer  personal  letters.  Write  to 
them  at:  NCBG,  Rm  514, 930  F  St.  NW, 
Washington  DC  20004. 

GM  medium  built  with  a  heart  of  love 
for  guys,  into  sports,  good  movies, 
writing  poems,  traveling.  I'd  love  to 
write  a  person  who'd  be  into  a  sincere 
friendship.  Michael  DEERE,  206775, 
Box  A,  Oakdale  IA  52319. _ 

Lonely  prisoner  seeks  cor¬ 
respondence.  Male,  32,  brown  hair, 
brown  eyes,  into  bodybuilding, 
history  and  law.  Will  answer  all.  John 
JINKS,  182-910,  Box  45699,  Lucasville 
OH  45699. 


Ex-bank  robber  needs  help  for  re¬ 
entry  into  society.  Wishing  to 
establish  contacts/communication/- 
possible  relationship.  Am  30  yrs. 
Charles  THACH,  9082,  PO  Box  2, 

[  Lansing  KS  66043. _ 

Handsome  22  yr  old  male  into 
I  dancing  and  good  times  wishing  to 
|  meet  TVs,  TSs,  and  very  fern  gays. 
Drag  queens  also  welcome.  (Sorry  but 
can’t  correspond  with  other 
prisoners.)  Alphonso  DIGGS,  82B  i 
|  1591,  Box  149,  Attica  NY  14011. 

would  like  to  know  if  you  have  a 
I  correspondence  place  where  I  will  be  j 
abel  to  write  to  my  own  kind  of 
people,  gay  people.  Thank  you,  Kim 
JACKSON,  274774,  PO  Box  777, 

]  Monroe  WA  98272. 

Please  run  an  ad  for  GCN  readers  to  I 

|  write  letters  of  protest  to  the  warden 
here  to  give  rpe  a  job  in  the  kitchen 
and  stop  discriminating  against  me 
because  I'm  gay.  If  I  get  the  job  I  can 
earn  good  time  and  get  out  of  here  J 
earlier.  His  name  is  Mr.  Chester,  I 
Warden,  PO  Box  215,  Maury  NC] 
28554. 

Thanks!  Ronnie  Odell,  PO  Box  215] 
1  Maury  NC 

Oklahoma  prisoner  soon  to  be  releas-  j 

ed,  looking  for  a  friend  where  I  can 
relocate  after  release.  Young,  well- 1 
built,  and  well-hung.  Billy  “Horse" 
BATTENFIELD,  Box  97,  97638,  | 
McAlester  OK  74501. 

My  first  interest  is  to  communicate  I 
with  TS  or  TV  persons.  Though  any  in¬ 
teresting  gay  would  be  welcome.  j 
Cointon  TAYLOR,  035110,  Box  221, 
Raiford  FL  32083. _ 

I  love  long  beautiful  nights  spent  with 
,  a  nice  man  to  love  tenderly  and  that 
can  do  the  same.  Keith  SAMPSON, 
83573,  Max.  Unit.  Tucker  AR  72t68. 

GM  into  outdoor  sports 'and  in- 1 
telligent  conversation,  doing  5  yrs  but 
will  be  out  in  less  than  two.  Michael 
TUBBS,  375109,  Ferguson  B-2-2,  Rt  2  | 
Box  20,  Midway  TX  75852. 

I’m  24,  been  in  prison  for  10  yrs  and 
getting  out  soon.  I  need  someone  to 
come  home  to  who  can  help  me  ad¬ 
just  to  the  free  world.  I’m  shy,  open- 
minded,  sensitive  and  compasionate. 
Just  want  to  enjoy  life's  simple 
pleasures  with  someone  sincere. 
John  EDGAR,  055132,  B-36,  Box  500, 
Olustee  FL  32072. _ 

Lonely  and  down-hearted,  would  like  I 

to  hear  form  anyone  who  cares.  Look- 1 
|  ing  for  friends  and  possibly  a  mean¬ 
ingful  relationship.  Roy  ROBERTO,  I 
[  37209,  Box  900,  Jefferson  City  MO 
165102. 
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All  interested  in  establishing  a  network  of 
confined  lesbian, and  gay  prisoners  with 
I  progressive  politics,  I  would  like  lo  hear 
I  from  you.  Anyone  can  write  (inside  or 
j  out),  tf  the  outside  gay  community  can 't 
I  help  us,  we'll  have  to  help  ourselves. 
Herbert  Darrell  HA  Y.  263672,  PO  Box  38 
Goree  Unit,  Huntsville  TX  77344. 


I  The  North  American  Man/Boy  Love 
I  Association  (NAMBLA)  Bulletin  is. 

■  available  to  persons  who  are  imprison^ 
led  for  having  sex  with  minors.  Contact! 

■  Rock  Thatcher,  PO  Box  10675,  Phoenix! 
■AZ  85064. 


1 1  am  27,  attractive,  gay  (straight- 
I  looking  and  acting),  mature,  positive, 

I  respectful,  trustworthy,  realistic  and 
I  understanding.  My  likes  are  low-key 
I  music,  neatness,  pets,  plants  and 
I  poetry;  my  dislikes  are  dishonesty, 

I  politics  and  uncleanliness.  Kenneth 
I  DeVon  PORTER,  14691,  PO  Box  473, 

I  Westville  IN  46391. _ 

I I  have  brown  hair  and  blue  eyes  and 

am  seeking  the  tender  loving  care  of 
someone  special!  Please  write:  Brett 
I  MALONE,  37739,  PO  Box  2,  Lansing 
KS  66043. _ 

I  I’m  seeking  correspondence  with 

(reasonably  intelligent  persons 
(interested  in  a  long-lasting 
I  meaningful  relationship.  Write  to 
I  Bobby  SHEPARD,  Apt  1-K-3,  818 1 
|  Jefferson  Avet  Moundsville  WV  26041 
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Classifieds 

GCN  SPECIAL 

FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  ONLY! 

ALL  PERSONAL  ADS  WILL  BE  $1 
FOR  THE  FIRST  FOUR  LINES 
TAKE  A  CHANCE 
AND  MEET  THE  ONE 
YOU’VE  BEEN  LOOKING  FOR! 

This  offer  is  good  only  for  personal  ads 
and  all  other  charges  (box  numbers,  addi* 
tional  lines,  etc.)  remain  the  same. 


PERSONALS _ 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you. 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  it  is  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 

GCN  benefit  raffle: 

2  great  seats  for 
LILY  TOMLIN 
August  22.  opening  night 
(worth  $40) 

Chances  $1  each.  6  for  $5 

Available  at  GCN 

Drawing  August  11 
Box  office  opens  August  12 

F,  32,  coll.  English  instructor,  who  loves 
to  travel  +  read  +  talk  +  listen  +  see 
movies  +  play  saxophone,  would  like  to 
meet  F  30-35  who  like  me  values 
friends,  family,  work,  kindness,  in¬ 
timacy,  independence,  honesty, 
laughter  +  discovery,  with  whom  I  can 
celebrate  life.  PO  Box  1212,  Brookline, 
MA  02146. _ (5) 

MEREDITH  HAVE  YOU  SEEN 
Mitchell,  Harry,  Frances,  Betsy  lately? 
David,  Danny,  Ursula  send  their  love. 
Reply  Box  212 _ (5) 

L  couple,  mid  30’s,  looking  to  meet 
same  for  socializing  and  friendship.  En¬ 
joy  humor,  conversation,  dinners, 
theatre,  concerts,  cards.  Reply  Box 
220 _ (10) 

Have  you  been  to  Brazil,  Bhutan,  or 
Botswana?  Well,  I  haven’t  and  I’m  re¬ 
day  to  go  —  almost  anywhere  in¬ 
teresting  actually.  Warm,  wise  world 
traveler  seeks  equally  exciting,  self- 
sufficient  soul  for  adventures  plus.  I’m 
a  friendly,  competent,  and  slightly 
outrageous  and  outdoorsy  lesbian, 
good  looking  at  40.  Who  are  you?  Reply 
Box  221. _ (6) 

College  guy,  WM,  19,  trim,  good  look¬ 
ing,  seeks  similar  for  hot  cor¬ 
respondence,  photo  exchange.  Also 
travel,  sponsors,  jv.  P.O.  Box  5065, 
Evanston,  IL  60204. _ (5) 

A  SPECIAL  CAMBRIDGE  WOMAN 
Burlington  1980  I  hope  you  are  fine.  It 
has  been  a  long  time,  but  my  thoughts 
and  prayers  are  with  you  always.  Leigh 
from  Dracut,  MA _ (6) 


MARRIAGE  PARTNER  SOUGHT 

By  gay  man.  Please  reply  to  Box  29750 
Wash  DC  20017  (sept.) 


SPERM  DONOR/FATHERHOOD? 

Known  sperm  donor  sought  for  ar¬ 
tificial  insemination.  (Nonparticipa¬ 
tion  negotiate.  Family  history  and 
general  physical  condition.  Serious 
inquiries-PO  Box  5042,  Billerica,  MA 
01822.  Confidential. _ (8) 

Prof.  L,  34,  fun-loving  and  quasi- 
politically  incorrect  seeks  30ish  L  to 
share  racquetball,  dancing,  beach  trips, 
ice  cream,  and  other  good  times.  Look- 
ing  for  friendship  or  more.  Box  219  (8) 

GWM,  5 '10",  155  lbs.  seeks  GWM 
preferably  45 +  .  I  ski  the  Whites,  bike, 
swim  a  lot  at  our  local  secluded 
beaches.  Have  interest  in  nature,  lore, 
seek  out  avantgarde,  jazz,  dance,  film, 
art,  theater,  hope  to  meet  friend  sim 
ascetic  atheist  Akhenatan  Mesophorph 
bent  wary  of  gay  sensibility.  Noewport- 
Boston-Conway  vector  only.  Box  412 
Westport,  MA  02790. _ (7) 

GWM,  27,  5'5",  130  obs.,  bl/bl,  moust, 
gdlkg,  masc,  enjoy  film,  dnr,  dance,  out¬ 
doors,  day  trips,  quiet  times,  very  into 
j/o  seeking  new  friendships,  pos.  rel.,  ur 
non-smoker,  masc,  hairy,  25-35.  Send 
letter  about  yourself.  Reply  to  Box 
2 17. _ (7) 

WANTED:  YOUR  COMPANY... 

...if  you  are  33 +  ,  5'11”  +  ,  and  enjoy 
dancing,  humor,  intell,  creative  im¬ 
agination.  I’m  31,  5'1 1 ",  lean  and  look¬ 
ing  for  these  and  more.  Easy  going,  in¬ 
itially  shy,  sensuous.  Respond  Box  211. 
_ (7) 

Intelligent,  attractive  L  37  seeks  women 
in  Worcester,  Fitchburg,  or  Southern 
NH  areas  for  friendship  &  romance.  PO 
Box  52,  Ashby,  MA  01431 _ (7) 

Submissive  pussy-licking  dyke  seeks 
tough,  understanding  woman  to  put  me 
in  my  place.  I  like  to  be  spanked  and 
cuddled.  Please  write  with  phone 
number  to  “Punk”  Box  218 _ (6) 

PROGRESSIVE  GAY  MENU 

Red  Hearts  monthly  potluck  for 
leftward-leaning  gay  men.  Bring 
healthy  food.  Newcomers  welcome. 
See  Calendar  Section  for  August  17. 

FREE  MEN’S  HAIRCUT 

Mon-Friday  evenings,  also  Sat.  and 
Sun.  Watertown  926-5209  (2' 


GWM,  67,  5 '10",  225,  retired  looking  for 
nice  man  to  share  apt.  and  love.  All  let¬ 
ters  answered;  all  ages.  Please  write 
CWG  PO  Box  20538,  Mont.  Al  36120  (7) 
Will  share  secluded  cabin  with  person 
seeking  perm  home.  I  like  animals,  am 
handy  with  tools,  reliable,  no  drugs. 
Rivers  c/o  RR#1  Box  84,  Fiskdale,  MA 
01518,  ss  tel.  (617)  347-3866 _ (6) 

Rhode  Island  S&M  dyke  seeks  others  in 
area  interested  in  S&M.  Would  like  to 
form  local  support  group.  P.O.  Box  261 
Providence,  Rl  02901 _ (8) 

Gay  Black  male  5 '11 "  165  lbs.,  30  look¬ 
ing  for  gay  white  male,  over  40  pre¬ 
ferred.  Chubby  especially  welcomed. 
Photo  and  phone  appreciated.  Respond 
Box  1987  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  (11) 
STRAY  CAT  NEEDS 
QUEER  FOSTER  PARENT 


Wanted  boy  in  teen  or  early  20’s.  Foi 
sex  or  companionship  and  possible 
relationship  with  disabled  man.  Any 
race  especially  Chinese  men.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  at  787-2299.  Let  phone  ring.  (c) 

WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE  IN 
YOUR  ROOM? 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Frida) 
nights,  help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  anc 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylstor 
.jand  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door.  ic 


PUBLICATIONS 


Very  friendly,  apparently  healthy,  gray, 
short-haired  female  kitten  needs  a 
home.  Call  Larry,  227-7335  (days)  or 
576-1054  (eves.) _ (c) 

Sex  symbol  wants  to  be  discovered  in 
mags  or  porno  films.  I  have  so  much  to 
show  (&  tell).  Write  GCN  c/o  Mke,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Boston,  M A  021 11  (c) 

LESBIAN/FEMINIST  BOOKS 
For  a  free  catalogue  send  two  stamps 
to  Sapphire  Books  P.O.  Box  9063-G 
Livonia  Ml  48151 _ (5) 

L  35,  wants  to  meet  simpatico  spirits 
for  conversation,  companionship, 
possibly  more.  Likes  include:  Talking 
Heads,  ’50s-’60s  pop  tunes,  Kerouac, 
armchair  philosophizing.  Feel  stifled  by 
bar-going,  softball  playing,  lesbian- 
events  scene;  seek  more  varied  ex- 
istence  Box  214 _ (5) 

Attractive  and  muscular  GM,  5'8",  34, 
150  lbs.  seeks  other  bright-attractive 
men  for  healthy  &  supportive  sexual 
friendships.  Write  Box  1054,  JP,  MA 

02130. _ ; _ 0 

A  SEXUAL  SUMMER? 

Bi  M,  39  (looks  29),  59",  170  lbs.,  nice 
body,  seeks  bi  and  gay  men  for  safe  sex 
&  friendship.  (F  a/p,  G  p;  no  sm,  ff).  Like 
fitness,  Chopin,  sunshine,  movies, 
politics.  Phone  and  photo  please.  Be 
trim  and  sincere.  No  drugs.  Reply  Box 
217, _ _ _ <?> 


Issues  in  Gender, 


Sports  f  •  f  Poetry 
Gay  Issues*  Men’s  Health 
Gay /Straight  Interactions 


Interested? 

Read  all  about  it  in  Changing  Men— 
a  nationwide  journal  oj  the  anti-sexist 
men 's  movement. _ 

Regular  subscription  $12  (4  issues) 
Sample  copy  of  current  Issue  $3.50 
306  kN.  Brooks.Madison,  Wl  53715 


OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

Nat’l.  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M. 
Diverse,  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact, 
fiction  &  photos.  $1 1/yr.  single  issues 
$3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for 
info.  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 
_ _  _ (£4) 

OFF  OUR  BACK'S  —  celebrating  15 

years  of  radical  feminist  journalism. 
We  bring  feminist  national/interna¬ 
tional  news,  analysis  and  reviews  each 
month  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs);  $20  institutional  fee. 
Free  sample!  Write  Off  Our  Backs, 
Dept.  GCN.  1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW.  Rm 
212,  Washington,  D  C.  20009 _ (ex) 


MOVERS 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU  #2552? 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
_  Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 


THE,  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day— any  day  of  year 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


From  $18  /  hr. 

>  •  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826 


EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 

PART-TIME  POSITION 

Help  wanted  by  disabled  man.  2  hours 
per  day  in  evenings  from  5-7  p.m. 
Weekdays  or  weekends  (except  Wed.) 
Light  housekeeping  and  must  be  able 
to  cook.  Over  $5.00/hr.  In  Brighton  on 
Green  Line.  Must  be  reliable.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  at  787-2299.  Let  phone  ring.  Call 
after  4:30  p.m. _ (c) 

NIGHT  TIME  ATTENDANT  NEEDED 
Live  in  person  for  turning  and  cooking 
only.  Prefer  working  person  or  student. 
Your  own  room  may  be  available.  Call 
524-3141. _ (c) 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 

ADVERTISING  REPRESENTATIVE 
Earn  Money.  Connect  to  the  Gay 
Community.  Gain  Experience. 

An  excellent  position  for  people 
seeking  part-time  work  on  a  free-lance 
basis  (20  percent  commission).  You 
must  be  responsible,  assertive,  and 
knowledgeable  about  GCN,  or  willing 
to  learn. 

Call  426-4469  or  send  a  letter  of 
interest  to: 

Laurie  Sherman,  Ad  Manager 

GCN 

167  Tremont  St.  5th  floor 

Boston,  MA  02111 


STAFF  THERAPIST 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  is 
seeking  persons  to  fill  staff  therapist 
positions.  Applicants  must  have: 
Master's  level  degree  in  mental  health 
field,  familiarity  with  needs/issues  of 
gay/lesbian  clients,  professional  ex¬ 
perience  in  related  issues,  commitment 
to  community-oriented  mental  health 
service.  Two  years  full-time,  supervised 
primary-care  experience  in  community- 
oriented  setting  preferred.  Responsi¬ 
bilities  include:  25  hours/week  direct 
service  delivery,  participation  in  in¬ 
direct  services,  participation  in  plan¬ 
ning/implementation  of  agency  pro¬ 
grams  &  outreach  programs  for  gay/les¬ 
bian  community.  Base  salary: 
$13,500-$15,000  plus  complete  benefit 
package;  40  hour  work  week,  schedule 
negotiable.  GLCS  is  a  non-profit,  li¬ 
censed  mental  health  clinic  and  is  an 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer  with  a 
commitment  to  affirmative  action. 
WOMEN  &  PERSONS  OF  COLOR  EN¬ 
COURAGED  TO  APPLY.  ASL  Proficien¬ 
cy  a  plus!  Please  send  resumes  to: 
Alan  Tweedy,  Clinical  Director,  600 
Washington  St.,  Suite  219,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  ■ _ 0 


Person  wanted  to  represent  new  gay 
resort  being  built  on  St.  Thomas,  Virgin 
Islands.  Exciting  and  lucrative  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  aggressive  person.  Write:  P.O. 
Box  12257  St.  Thomas  V.l.  00801  (5) 

AD  SALES 

For  weekly  gay  paper;  earnings  poten¬ 
tial  $20K  +  in  first  year.  Must  relocate. 
The  Washington  Blade,  930  F  Street, 
NW,  Washington,  DC  20004;  (202) 
347-2038 _ (8) 


RIDES _ 

Ride  offered  to  Chicago  or  places  in 
between.  Leaving  August  15th;  share 
expenses.  Contact  Hershey  at  661-6771 
_ Jc) 

RIDE  TO  MAINE 

Ride  needed  from  Boston  to  Ellsworth 
August  9th  and  Aug  23rd  and  from 
Ellsworth  to  Boston  Aug.  11th  and 
August  27th.  Share  driving  and  ex¬ 
pense.  Call  Loie  (w)  426-4469  or  (h) 
628-4382. _ (c) 


. 


IHMIII . . 


INVESTIGATOR 


Under  the  Exec.  Dir.,  will  conduct  and  supervise  investigations, 
reporting  results;  research  and  analyze  relevant  legal  issues; 
perform  compliance  reviews;  and  provide  counseling  info. 
Required:  BA/BS,  3-4  yrs.  civil  rights  law  enforcement/investi¬ 
gation  or  JD  with  1  -2  yrs.  public  interest  practice;  proven  abil.  to 
investigate/analyze  complex  civil  rights  issues,  conduct  inter¬ 
views,  counsel  complaintants  and  prepare  accurate,  sound 
reports;  Boston  residency.  Bilingual  pref. 

ADMIN.  ASST./ 
COMMUNITY  EDUCATION 

To  work  with  the  Exec.  Dir.,  coord,  staff  assignments,  managing 
the  budget,  transcribing  and  preparing  various  materials  and 
coord,  comm,  outreach  activity.  Required:  2-3  yrs.  office 
administrative  experience  or  BA/BS  or  equivalent  and  1  -2  yrs.; 
understanding  of  office  procedures  and  budgeting;  effective 
typing,  writing  and  supervisory  skills;  abil.  to  use  or  learn  word 
processing;  Boston  residency.  Bilingual  and  comm,  affairs  exp. 
pref. 

SECRETARY/ADMIN.  ASST. 

A  wide  range  of  clerical,  secretarial  and  admin,  duties.  Required: 
3-4  yrs.  exp.;  accurate  60  wpm  typing;  knowl.  of  office  pro¬ 
cedures;  exc.  communication  skills;  Boston  residency.  Bilingual, 
word  processing  exp.,  legal  sec.  background  are  pref. 

To  apply,  submit  resume  or  letter  stating  your  qualifications  to: 
HUMAN  RIGHTS  COMMISSION,  957  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA 
02201 ,  Attn:  Frederick  Mandel. 


— — 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 

NAME _ 

STREET _ 

CITY _ STATE _ 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 


DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


APT. 

ZIP 


I 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

1 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

— 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

— 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

= 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

= 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

X 

.50 

_ 

TOTAL 

= 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 

5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds;  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  ____ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  =  _ 

SUBTOTAL  =  _ 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 

10%  = 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15%  = 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20%  = 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

= 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks. 

5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  =  _ 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

(Ads  will  not  be  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the 
ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted  only  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.) 


FRAMINGHAM 


ROOMMATES 


ROOMEZE 

-LESBIAN/GAY- 

FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentialitv  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


3  LF's  seek  4th  26+  for  spacious 
stable  JP  home  w/porches,  yard, 
garden.  Near  pond,  Arbo,  T.  Semi-coop, 
min  alc/drugs.  No  smoke,  no  more  pets. 
Avail.  Aug.  1st  or  Sept.  1st.  $235  +  . 
522-7446. _ (5) 

NATICK 

LF,  31,  seeks  1  or  2  housemates  25-35 
for  3  bedrm,  2  bath,  fireplace,  sun- 
porch,  Ig.  yard,  nq  smoking,  pets.  Avail, 
now  $400  per  month  incl.  util.  Call 

653-4536  leave  message. _ (4) 

LF,  27,  w/cat  seeks  LF  25  +  ,  minus  rose 
colored  glasses,  for  spacious  2 'h  br  apt 
in  gay  owned  home,  Dorchester.  Love 
to  play  and  converse,  committed  to 
career.  Vices  to  a  minimum.  $250  +  . 
Avail.  Sept.  1st.  288-2154  eves. _ (4) 

F  to  share  Ig.  conv.  safe  quiet  house  in 
Watertown-Cambridge  with  3F  29-33,  2 
cats,  1  dog  (no  more  pets).  Rent  $275  + 
util.  Call  497-9660 _ (4) 

LIVE  ALONE  4  HALF  PRICE! 

LF  seeks  LF  fr  2BD  apt.  I'm  only  here 
weeknds  (at  Yale  grad  school  M-F).  You 
fiave  sunny,  spacious  apt  to  yourself. 
Safe,  on  T,  Wat-Camb  area.  $317 
average  ($250  +  summer,  $350  acad  tr). 
No  smoking,  pets,  drugs.  926-3474.  A 
great  deal! _ () 

SAN  DIEGO! 

LF,  23,  UCSD  student  seeks  room  for 
Sepi.  WiU  be  new  to  SD  and  appreciate 
any/all  housing  help.  (617)  623-5456. 
Cathy,  Thanks  in  Advance. _ (5) 

WE  WANT  YOU! 

3  women,  2  gay,  1  bi,  seek  a  4th  for  our 
lovely  house  near  Davis  Square,  2 
minutes  from  Red  Line.  We  prefer  27  +  , 
def.  no  smoking.  We  have  two  cats. 
$200/month  includes  heat.  Available 
Sept  1st.  Call  776-4693. _ (5) 

LF  30's  seeks  LF  to  share  large,  sunny 
apt  in  JP.  2  bdrms.  study,  modem  kit¬ 
chen  &  bath,  near  T.  Have  2  cats 
already,  so  no  addtl  pets.  Non-smoker, 
no  drugs,  semi-vegit,  coop  arrgmnt, 
neat.  $287  50  +  util.  522-5617.  Call  after 
7/8 _ (2) 


CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 
Middle-aged  ,  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at  923-0082 
at  any  hour.  (C) 


2  LW  seek  housemates  for  Ige.  7  rm,  1  Vi 
baths,  fireplace,  pool,  wash  &  dry,  nr 
public  trans,  great  location.  Avail  9/1 
$350  inc.  util.  Call  783-2149  eves  (4) 

Gay  male  looking  for  nice  warm  person 
to  share  apt.  in  Boston.  I  can  pay  up  to 
$200  (inc.  utils.)  Kitten,  sex  toys,  and 
mags  also  included.  Call  Michael  (a 
friend)  at  GCN  426-4469  (c) 

BROOKLINE/FOR  SEPT.  1st 

Room  available  in  4-bdrm  rent-control 
apt.  For  woman  28 +  .  Seeking  long¬ 
term!  Someone  who  would  like  to  make 
a  home  here!  Quiet,  supportive  environ¬ 
ment.  No  smoke  or  pets.  Ready?... 
$153/month  includes  heat.  232-9349  Iv 
msg. _ (5) 

CAMBRIDGE 

GM,  35,  MIT  grad  student  seeks  1 
housemate  for  large  2br  apt.  by  Porter 
Square  (5  minute  walk  to  new  T  station) 
pkg,  2  porches,  den,  Ir,  furn.  Available 
9/1  $375  (includes  heat)  and  utils.  Write 
Peter,  Apt.  2-C,  60  West  13  Street,  NYC 
10011 _ (6) 

Independent  L  grad  student,  25,  seeks 
room  in  apt.  2  nights  a  week.  I'm  com¬ 
muting  from  Western  Mass.  Prefer 
Brookline/Allston  area.  Can  pay  $100  a 
month.  Please  write  P.O.  Box  1213  Nor- 
thhampton,  MA  01060 _ (6) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  bedroom  apt. 
in  JP.  Wood  floors,  porch,  very  near  T.  7 
minute  walk  to  Arboretum.  $205  +  .  Call 
Susan  at  524-5462. _ (6) 


WEST  MEDFORD  SEPT.  1st  APT 

Sunny  4  room  1st  floor  of  lesbian 
household.  Convenient  to  T  on  street 
parking.  $500/month,  no  utilities.  No 
dog.  cat  maybe?!?  9-5  M-F  483-3685 
Talk/message  for  B _ (7) 

LOWELL  HOUSE  —  A  LARGE  ROOM 

Looking  for  1  or  couple  LF  to  share 
large  old  house  w/3  LF’s.  Must  be  resp., 
near  495,  Wang.  Immediate.  Yard, 
garden.  Stable.  Leave  message. 
459-6082 _ (6) 

2  LF’s  and  1  cat  seek  LF  for  3  bedroom 
Somerville  apt.  Supportive,  coop,  fun. 
Sorry,  no  smokers  or  pets.  For  Sept.  1st 
$200  +  .  Call  Claudia/Dianne  625- 
3910 _ (6) 

1  nonsmoking  27  yr  LF  seeks  place  to 
call  home.  Looking  to  join  you  in  your 
home  or  tiding  a  new  place  with  you. 
No  more  than  4  fms.  total.  Ext.  room  an 
asset,  but  flex.  Must  be  near  T.  Dale 
522-2850  eves. _ (5) 


Prof.  GM,  30  seeks  GM  nonsmoker  to 
share  8  room  house,  meals,  chores,  etc. 
DW,  w&d,  screened  porch,  off  st.  park¬ 
ing.  $200/month  (ht  inc.)  +  utils.  Call 
John  648-9185. 


SUBLETS _ 

INMAN  SQUARE  SUBLET 

Huge  Inman  Sq.  apt.  to  one  or  two  peo¬ 
ple.  Female  preferred.  Amount 
negotiable.  Call  876-7483  (5) 


HOUSING  WANTED 

CAMBRIDGE-SOMERVILLE  GM  36 
GRADUATE  STUDENT 

seeks  to  share  house  or  apartment 
preferably  with  other  gay  student(s).  M 
or  F  from  August  '85  or  June  '86.  I  am 
responsible,  friendly  and  a  non-smoker. 
Call  collect  or  leave  message  on 
machine  and  I’ll  return  call  (718) 
596-1560 _ (5) 

Discreet  professional  LF,  32,  wants  to 
share  reasonably  priced  housing  with  1 
or  2  compatible  women.  Prefer  country, 
Middlesex  Co.,  within  Vihr  of  Rt.  495— 
am  open  to  other  possibilities.  By  9/1; 
8/15  possible.  386-2410  leave 
message. _  (5) 

Simmons  LF  grad  student  seeks  room 
in  quiet  12-step  house/apt.  by  9/1. 
$300/month  range,  2/parking  near  T.  No 
smoke  or  dogs.  (207)  843-5483. _ (5) 

GCN  writer  wants  to  trade  apartments 
for  school  year.  My  apt.  in  Boston  for 
yours  in  Providence  R.l.  Must  be  at 
least  1  bedroom  with  lots  of  light  and 
allow  for  one  well-trained  dog.  If  in¬ 
terested,  please  write  Box  197.  (c) 


SUMMER  RENTALS 

Nahant-Panoramic,  oceanview  2  BR  fur¬ 
nished  home.  Patio,  deck,  frpl,  wshg 
mch,  pkg.  2  cars.  Sept  15-June.  $800  + 
utils.  Ref.  593-1431. _ (5) 

WELLFLEET  SUMMER  RENTAL 
SUBLET 

5  bedroom  house,  2  bathroom,  w/d, 
porch.  Bayside.  Available  8/24-8/31 
$850.  Call  (617)  776-9252  (leave 
message) _ (c) 

Provincetown-Bay  Colony-  modern, 
nicely  furnished  two  bedroom  condo 
across  from  beach.  Nice  deck.  Sleeps 
6.  Walk  to  town.  $500/week.  Call 
383-6942. _ (5) 


SERVICES 


HTLV-III  EDUCATION 

The  Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
and  Counseling,  Inc.,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Massachusetts  Department  of 
Public  Health-  are  offering  blood 
screening  services.  Our  focus  at  each 

^ site  is  educational  with  emphasis 
placed  on  strategies  for  reducing  risk 
for  individuals  and  explaining  the 
meaning  of  negative  and  positive 
results  of  the  HTLV-III  screening. 

FREE  AND  CONFIDENTIAL 
FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH 
CENTER  267-0159 

COUNSELING  SERVICES,  Inc.  522-4090 


GAY  MEN'S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  identity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  also  available.  Sliding  fee.  Ce" 
Francis  Giambrone  628-6988. 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
COPLEY  SQUARE 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTHERAPY 
SEX  THERAPY 
INSUP'  CL  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  <or  appt. 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADOROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


RESORTS 


VACATION  IN  OGUNQUlT 

Luxurious  oceanview  condominium. 
Full  kitchen,  decks,  pool,  sauna  and 
Jacuzzi.  Enjoy  the  piano  bar  of  the 
Painted  Lady  Lounge  on  premises. 
Minutes  to  Perkins  Cove,  shops  and 
beaches.  Comfortably  sleeps  8.  Call 
now  for  best  available  weeks.  Dave 
(617)876-0182. _ (5) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights 
by  a  crackling  fire.  Peace  and  privacy 
on  100  scenic  acres.  Charming  guest 
rooms,  gracious  common  areas.  Pool 
and  hiking  at  the  Inn.  Canoeing,  antiqu¬ 
ing.  golf  &  tennis  nearby.  Make  this  a 
summer  to  remember.  The  Highlands 
Inn,  Box  118G.  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  &  Judi  inn- 
keepers.  _ (10) 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Unique  all-woman  country  space. 
Beautiful  post  and  beam  farmhouse, 
cozy  and  clean.  Gourmet  veg.  cooking, 
home-made  breads,  cheese  and  yogurt. 
Baby  horse,  goats  and  ducklings.  From 
skiing  to  skinny  dipping,  we’re  open 
year  round.  3 Vi  hrs.  from  Boston.  (802) 
533-7772 _ _ _ 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  +Cont  Bkfst  for  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  in  a  country  village  house  2  hrs  fr 
Bos.  Yr-round.  Nr  lakes,  hikes,  skiing. 
Dave  +  Mike  (802)348-7840. _ 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ ) 

BED  8  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone  — 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping_a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information,  call  (718)625-2653, 
THE  RADCLIFFE  HALL. _ (13/36) 


BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Explore  Newport  but  let  us  harbor  you 
with  warm  +  friendly  service,  romantic 
Victorian  decor,  fresh  flowers  cont 
brkfl.  (401)849  7645 _ (13/1 ) 

CHECK'ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK'ER  INN 

Dbl  rms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  apts 
also  avail.  1  blk  bay,  open  year  round. 
487  9029,  25  vtfinthrop  St,  P'town.  MA 
02657  _ 

The  q  keen  house 

Woman’s  Guesthouse,  cozy,  comfor¬ 
table,  parking,  «+nt j  bkfst,  off  season 
rates.  18  Pearl  St  -Box  22  PTown'  Ma 
02667(617)887-2210  _ (0) 


SPECIALS 

NEW  TELEVISION  SHOW  WITH 
NATIONALLY  KNOWN  HOST 

Producers  want  to  interview 
monogamous  couples  about  an  ex¬ 
perience  with  infidelity  in  their  current 
relationship.  Call  Micki  at  265-1677  or 
write  Box  856  Brookline,  MA  02146.  (5) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

GAV  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238.  


HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professsional.  political 
educational)  or  business.  Contact 
Equity  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(443)256-6902  Co-directors  Carole  Lan 
nigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester 
Ed.D. _ J?) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 

A  support  group  for  intergenerationai 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.  13,no.22) 

QUEER  IN  QUINCY? 

Quincy  lesbian  and  gay  alliance  now 
forming  —  interested?  Have  ideas? 
Please  reply  QLGA  PO  Box  2607  Quincy 
M  A  02269. _ (i) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 

LOW  AIRFARES  FROM  BOSTON 

London  $199ow  Pittsburgh  98  r< 

Paris  239 ow  Philidelphia  98  r* 

Amsterdam  199ow  Lima  629  r< 

Los  Angeles  236rt  Tokyo(NYC)  729 r* 

Montreal  79rt  Hong  Kong(NYC)  829rt 

New  York  65  rt  Mexico  City  375  r* 

Quebec  142 rt  Seattle  236 rt 

Gay 

Cruise 

SS  Bermuda  Star 
•  New  Orleans  • 

•  Cozumel  (2  days)  • 

•  Key  Weal  (2  days)  • 

from  $795.00 

Feb.  15  thru  22, 
1986 

*$*s 

RT  AIR  *  2NITES  B&B 

,ALL  AIRLINES 
^LOWEST  PRICES 
'  NO  SERVICE  CHARGE 

luiiiiiiiiHiiiitHiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiinii 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
(PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGEl 
^/Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an| 
Anarchist). 

mini 


I  Hi  Ladies,  my  friends  call  me  Mandyl 
land  I’m  stuck  here  for  another  year.  1 1 
Icould  really  use  some  sincere  friends  I 
I  who  are  interested  in  gay  rights,  gay  I 

■  politics,  walks  thru  the  mountains  or  I 
Ion  the  beach,  music,  poetry  and  all  [ 
Ithe  other  good  things  life  has  to  offer. 

I  Please  write.  I  need  some  intelligent 

■  conversation  before  my  mind  gets 
I  boring!  Betty  CURL,  18176,  Hospital 
iDr.N.  No. 23,  Orofino  ID  83544. 

I  Greetings.  I  am  a  very  sexy  fern,  28.  Ilj 
there  are  any  true  BUTCHES  left  ir 
this  world,  I  would  like  to  hear  fron 
you.  I  also  can  relate  to  gay  males  fori 
[  sincere  friendship.  PS:  No  bisexuals] 
please!  Other  prisoners  welcome] 
Thank  you.  Sharon  STACK,  Box  535] 

!  Jessup  MD  20794. _ 

I  Would  like  sincere  correspondence! 

■  from  anyone  interested.  Bisexual, f 
I  Gem.  39,  race  not  important.  Prison! 

I  mail  accepted.  Carol  WATTON,| 

I  Drawer  C,  AO-21735,  Warm  Springs 
IMT  59756.  _ _ 


I  Angel  is  still  looking  for  some  slightly! 
kinky  but  sincere  individuals.  Am  24 
with  blue  eyes  and  very  petite  body. 
Help  keep  my  soul  free.  Frank  WADE 
B-064304,  PO  Box  1500  (MB  558) 

I  Cross  City  FL  32628. 

I  I’m  a  gay  man  that’s  in  prison  for  lov-l 
I  ing  boys.  I’m  looking  for  a  penpal  that 
will  write  letters  to  me.  Dwain 
RASMUSSEN.  C-55880,  Box  2000 1 
I  P-223,  Vacaville  CA  95696. _ 

GM  into  bodybuilding  and  tanning, 
getting  out  in  86.  Would  like  to  hear 
I  form  anyone  and  exchange  photos. 

I  Terry  SPEAR,  037234,  Box  99  —  468. 

I  Clermont  FL  32711, 

| 11  will  be  greatly  appreciated  if  you 
I  will  introduce  me  to  one  or  more  free 
world  people,  men  or  women.  Race 
doesn't  matter.  Gay  or  straight.  I  can 
relate  to  anyone  concerning  anything 
as  long  as  the  person  is  honest  and 
sincere  with  me.  Plennie  KEMP. 
EF- 153043,  ACMI  1 1-B,  3001  Gordon 
|  Hwy,  Grovetown  GA  30813. 

I  JUST  us  is  a  group  of  people,  inside 

and  out,  in  Alabama  working  for  (he 
human  dignity  and  liberation  of  our\ 
brothers  and  sisters  in  the  Alabama 
Prison  Kolonies.  The  struggle  will  be 
long,  especially  because  of  our  I 
disunity.  We  suffer  from  individual 
egoism,  oppression  of  women  by 
men,  and  the  terrible  divisiveness  of 
racism.  Our  enemy  is  very  powerful  I 
and  uses  our  divisions  to  hold  us 
down.  We  are  asking  you  to  share 
your  problems,  pain  and  anger  with 
us.  Also  your  suggestions  and  vic¬ 
tories.  Just  Us,  Inmate  Assistance,  1 
Mobile  AL  366-1-1 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


PRISONER  POETRY  BOOK!!! 

We  want  your  poetry,  artwork  & 
essays  that  focus  on  life  and  love 
within  prison.  They  can  be  explicit, 
but  it  has  to  capture  a  feeling  of  life 
behind  the  walls.  Payment  is  on 
publication.  SASE  for  safe  return.  L. 
Bilton  Rd.  Somers,  CT  06071  do 
Steven  L.  Smith,  Ed.,  GPP. 


TEXAS  JAILHOUSE  LAWYERS  PRO¬ 
JECT  forming.  For  info  write  the  Com¬ 
mittee  (or  Prison  Reform,  Box  5 2717, 
Houston  TX  77052. 


I’m  in  here  for  sex  with  minors.  I  enjoy  I 
camping  out  where  there’s  no  a  whole 
lot  of  people,  bicycling,  travel  to  dif¬ 
ferent  places,  and  roller  skating.  I  like 
people  that  like  themselves.  I’m  in¬ 
terested  in  receiving  as  well  as  giv¬ 
ing.  Bradley  STUBBERT,  40313,  2605  [ 
State  St.,  Salem  OR  97310. 

I  enjoy  swimming,  tennis,  working  out 
and  jogging;  living  in  a  city,  but  also 
the  beauty  of  the  country,  great 
movies  and  popcorn  and  dunking 
cake.  Most  of  all  I  enjoy  a  true  lover 
and  being  faithful.to  him.  Would  like 
to  have  a  penpal  if  possible.  Steve 
WILLOUGHBY,  095412,  No.527,  Box 
97,  Copeland  FL  33926. _ 

I'm  a  lonely  male  who  would  like  to 
correspond  with  other  gays.  I’m  into 
bodybuilding,  music  and  sex.  Brent 
GRISSOM,  C-24546,  PO  Box  8101, 
SLO  CA  93409. 

Hello,  I’m  interested  in  having  a 
friendship  with  a  gay  man  or  lesbian 
(or  bi).  I  enjoy  writing  and  talking 
about  my  past  and  hearing  about  your 
life  Race  is  unimportant.  Charles 
DAVIS,  90179-132,  PO  Box  1000, 
Marion  IL  62959.  ’ _ _ 

GM  lonely  in  max. (isolation),  needs  to 
hear  from  understanding  gays,  TVs, 
TSs  or  Bi’s.  I  love  to  suck  dicks  and 
fuck  asses.  I  have  7",  small  balls,  and 
not  much  body  hair.  Can’t  write  other 
prisoners.  Am  into  drawing  and  1 
music.  Please  write  Tommy 
BLANKENSHIP,  48491,  Max.  | 
1-C-17CU,  818  Jefferson  Ave,  Mound- 
sville  WV  26041. 


These  people  here  called  my  last  pen¬ 
pal’s  father  and  told  him  he  was 
writing  a  gay  prisoner.  So  now  we 
can’t  even  write.  But  I  hope  there  is 
someone  out  there  who  isn’t  under 
their  father’s  control  and  can  write 
anyway  without  worrying.  Joseph  H 
FLOWERS,  EF-119120,  M-1  6/1 
Reidsville  GA  30499. 


Have  you  ever  hadso  much  love  in- 
Iside  you  it  felt  like  you  were  ready  to 
lexplode?  I’m  looking  for  someone 
I  special  to  fill  my  life.  If  you're  as  lone- 
lly  as  I  am  and  need  som  love,  here  1 1 
lam  Michael  Lee  WOOD,  152-543,  Box  | 
145699,  Lucasville  OH  45699. 

IShackled  and  bound,  down  but  not 

Idone.  looking. to  rise  above  these 
Iwalls  to  the  level  of  love.  My  hobbies 
lare  traveling,  people,  the  arts  and 
■martial  arts.  Won't  you  help  me 
lescape  this  boredom.  Ben 
■TRESSLER,  B-212— 278490,  3950 
■Tiger  Bay  Rd,  Daytona  Beach  FL 
132014. _ _ _  1 

|l  love  reading  (such  as  Steven  King)  I 
land  am  writing  a  book  myself.  I’m  [ 
■also  very  active  in  sports  and  a  com- 
Iputer  tech  by  trade.  I  don’t  have  any  I 
I  real  friends  in  here  (thought  I  did  but 
Ihe  turned  out  to  be  just  using  me, 

I  which  really  hurt  because  I  cared 
[about  him).  Please  write.  James 
HOSCHEK,  081066.  Box  1500  -  833 
[Cross  City  FL  32628 


August  3 
to 

August  18 

3  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Amethyst  Women  Summer 
Midnight  Dance  with  D.J.  Claire.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM-Midnight,  $4 
more/less.  Alcohol-  and  drug-free. 

Cambridge  —  Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  &  Les¬ 
bian  Students  Association  Summer  Dance. 
Greenhouse  Cafe-Science  Center.  9PM  $3 
Info:  498-3447. 


4  Sunday 

Waltham  —  GLIB,  pizza,  social  &  discus¬ 
sion:  gay  life  in  the  suburbs.  6:30PM.  Open 
to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  of  the  Inner  Belt 
(western  suburbs).  Info:  893-8717. 
Randolph  —  Benefit  concert  for  the  Freedom 
Trail  Band  in  Boston,  New  England’s  lesbian 
and  gay  marching  band.  Randolph  Country 
Club.  1PM.  Donations  requested.  Info:  Clin¬ 
ton,  367-3298  or  Mary,  675-4194. 

Boston  —  Campaign  fundraiser  for  David 
Scondras.  International  Center,  287  Comm. 
Ave.  1PM.  Including  theater  and  speakers: 
Mel  King,  Barney  Frank  and  others. 
$15-$1 00. 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  Gay  &  Lesbian 

Alliance  (GALA)  Potluck.  7:30PM.  Info:  Ed, 
288-4367  or  Diane,  288-9155. 

6  tuesday 

Boston  —  Gay/iesbian  elderly  project: 

volunteers  of  all  ages  needed.  Rm.  709,  Ci¬ 
ty  Hall  (use  Dock  Sq.  entrance)  7:30PM. 
Info:  725-3307. 

Cambridge  -  Disabled  Women’s  Anthology 

reading  with  Debra  Conners,  co-editor, 
With  the  Power  of  Each  Breath.  YWCA,  7 
Temple  St,,  Central  Sq.  8PM.  Wheelchair 
accessible  &  sign  language  interpreted.  $2 
donation  req  ested.  Info:  354-8807  or 
491-6050. 

Boston  —  Hiroshima/Nagasaki  Com¬ 
memoration.  Silent  Vigil  at  Park  St.  Station, 
8AM;  Procession  to  Government  Center, 
Noon;  Commemorative  Gathering  at 
Government  Center,  12:30PM.  Info: 
491-4280. 

Boston  —  Coming  Out  on  radio:  music, 
stories  &  commentary.  "Unsightly' 
Business,"  WMBR  88.1  FM.  6-7PM. 

Boston  —  Susan  Abod:  zippy  lesbian 
cabaret  with  Molly  Ruggles.  Club  Cafe,  209 
Columbus  Ave.  8:30PM-midnight.  No 
cover.  Info:  666-3259. 

Cambridge  —  Gay  &  Lesbian  Defense  Com¬ 
mittee  open  coordinators’  meeting.  Central 
Sq.  Library,  Pearl  St.  7-9PM.  Info: 
661-0974. 


8  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night  when  ar¬ 
ticles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  Join  the 
fun;  read  tomorrow's  news  today.  5-8PM 
for  proofing,  7:30-midnight  for  lay-out.  167 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  and  Boylston  “T”) 
GCN:  426-4469. 


9  friday 

Boston  -  GCN’s  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT: 

come  help  send  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  &  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.  (near 
Park  and  Boylston  "T”)  To  be  let  in,  buzz 
GCN’s  intercom  outside  the  street  en¬ 
trance.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Framingham  —Tri-County  Association  Fri¬ 
day  night  Coffee  Club  at  Bill’s.  Info: 
655-4268. 


Robert  Johnson,  August  10 


Cambridge  —  Amelia  &  Jennifer  perform 
original  acoustic  music.  Modern  Times  Cafe, 
134  Hampshire  St.,  Inman  Sq.  8:45PM.  In¬ 
fo:  354-8371 . 

10  Saturday 

Boston  —  Actor  Robert  Johnson  reads  his 
poetry  as  part  of  Black  &  White  Men  To¬ 
gether’s  Victorian  Soiree.  195  West  Newton 
St.  7-1 1PM.  Info:  266-4378. 

Boston  —  Something  About  the  Women 
presents  a  Joan  Armatrading  Special. 
WMFO  91.5  FM.  11AM. 

Boston  —  Concerned  Americans  for  In¬ 
dividual  Rights/New  England  Chapter,  for 
conservative/moderate  gay  men  and 
lesbians.  81  Montgomery  St.  7:30PM. 
Yearly  dues,  $35.  Info:  582-4240. 


Kiss  of  the  Spider  Woman,  see  notes  column 

Cambridge  —  "Clarification  of  Roles  within 
Groups,"  lesbian  singles  rap.  Daughters  of 
Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  All  women 
welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 


11  Sunday 

Plymouth  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors  of 
Jamaica  Plain  all-day  outing  at  Miles  Stan- 
dish  State  Forest.  Carpooling  available.  Info: 
522-3894  or  522-6090. 

Ipswich  —  Fly  a  Kite  with  Wild  Women  of 
D.O.B.,  Crane’s  Beach.  $8/carload.  All 
women  welcome.  Bring  kite,  lunch,  swim¬ 
suit;  soda  available.  Meet  at  9AM.  Info: 
Mimi,  924-1543. 

12  monday 

Cambridge  —  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s 

Network  introductory  meeting.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.,  Central  Sq 
7:30PM.  Info:  731-1399. 

Boston  —  Meeting  of  the  Ionian  Society,  a 
group  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  of  Greek 
heritage.  7:30PM.  Info:  Jody,  423-0861. 

Boston  —  Rape  Crisis  Center  seeks 
volunteer  hotline  counselors.  September 
training,  August  interviews.  Women  of  col¬ 
or,  bi-cultural  women  encouraged  to  apply 
Info:  492-RAPE. 


13  tuesday 

Cambridge  -  "Coming  Out  After  35,”  a 
discussion  for  women.  Daughters  of  Bilitis, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 


14  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Community 
Networking  Breakfast.  8AM  at  the  Club 
Cafe,  290  Columbus  Ave.  at  Berkeley. 
Presentation  by  City  Councilor  David  Scondras. 


15  thursday 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  (GALA)  monthly  meeting.  Codman 
Square  Public  Library.  7PM.  Info:  Ed, 
288-4367  or  Diane,  288-9155. 

Boston  —  "Beyond  Therapy,”  a  comedy  by 
Christopher  Durang.  949  Commonwealth 
Ave.  8PM.  $6/ $4  students  and  senior 
citizenss.  Continues  through  8/31.  Wheel¬ 
chair  accessible.  Info:  424-1984. 


16  friday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Reading  Group: 

Thendara  House  by  Marion  Zimmer  Bradley. 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  All 
women  welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 


17  Saturday 

Ashland  —  Tri-County  Association  toga  and 
pool  party  at  Phil  &  Jeff’s.  Info:  655-4268. 


Boston  —  Lily  Tomlin  in  performance.  Wilbur 
Theater,  426  Tremont.  8PM.  Also  Monday 
8/19-9/7.  Box  office  opens  8/12.  $5-$25. 
Info:  423-4008. 

Brookline  —  Red  Hearts  monthly  potluck  for 

leftward-leaning  gay  men.  7-9PM.  Info: 
547-5166. 

New  Hampshire  —  Bike  the  White  Moun¬ 
tains,  sponsored  by  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Two- 
day  trip.  Info:  Jack,  481-9513  or  John, 
864-0863. 

Gloucester  —  D.O.B.  Annual  Picnic  at 

Jane’s.  1PM.  All  women  invited.  Bring  food, 
swimsuits,  toys;  grills  provided.  Info: 
661-3633. 


18  Sunday 

Ipswich  —  Ionian  Society,  a  group  for  les¬ 
bians  &  gay  men  of  Greek  heritage,  day  trip 
to  the  Grecian  Festival. Info:  Stephanie, 
357-5774. 

Brookline  —  Brookline/ Brighton/Allston 
Neighborhood  Gays  &  Lesbians  picnic 
barbecue.  Christian  Herter  Park,  Soldiers 
Field  Rd.  (opposite  the  Ramada  Inn). 
11:30AM.  Bring  food  to  share.  Info:  Ross, 
787-3775. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Disabled  lesbian  potluck 
and  discussion  group.  2PM.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Info:  524-1142. 


note  this! 

Kiss  of  the  Spider  Woman. 

Directed  by  Hector  Babenco.  Written  by 
Leonard  Schrader.  Based  on  the  novel 
by  Manuel  Puig.  With  William  Hurt, 
Raul  Julia  and  Sonia  Braga.  Running 
time:  119  minutes.  At  the  Nickelodeon. 

Hector  Babenco’s  Kiss  of  the  Spider 
Woman  is  a  daring  adaptation  of 
Manuel  Puig’s  1979  novel.  An  Argenti¬ 
nian  expatriate,  Puig  set  his  novel  in  a 
South  American  prison  where  a  radical 
student,  Valentin,  and  a  flamboyant 
gay  man,  Molina,  share  the  same  cell. 
Told  entirely  in  conversation  (with  in¬ 
terspersed  academic  footnotes 
discussing  sexual  psychology)  the 
book  details  the  relationship  between 
the  two  men:  Valentin,  the  pragmatic 
polemicist,  and  Molina,  a  fantasist  who 
has  learned  to  escape  from  the  worst 
parts  of  his  reality  by  retreating  into  his 
imagination.  The  hook  of  the  novel  is 
that  Molina,  to  keep  both  of  them  oc¬ 
cupied,  recites  and  elaborates  the  plots 
of  his  favorite  films,  dwelling  upon  the 
romance  and  his  identification  with  the 
glamorous  women  characters. 

A  great  bulk  of  the  novel  deals  with 
movies,  either  real  or  imagined,  so  it 
would  seem  as  though  the  material 
would  translate  perfectly  to  screen  life. 
Well,  it  does  and  it  doesn’t.  The  film- 
script  takes  much  of  the  book's 
dialogue  verbatim,  and  where  in  the 
novel  we  were  left  to  imagine  Molina’s 
movie  reveries,  director  Babenco  has 
made  them  manifest,  filmed  with 
humor  and  style,  in  a  lovely  sepia  tint; 
they  come  alive  as  a  glimpse  into  the 
minds  of  both  characters. 

While  in  the  novel  Molina  tells  the 
plot  of  four  films,  the  movie  reduces 
this  to  one  —  Her  Real  Glory,  a  piece  of 
Nazi  propaganda  —  and  a  snippet  from 
the  eponymous  Spider  Woman. 
Although  it  is  clear  that  something  had 
to  go  for  the  sake  of  time,  the  lack  of 
variety  in  Molina’s  fantasy  life  removes 
some  of  the  complexity  and  depth  of 
the  book.  By  choosing  the  Nazi  movie, 
the  film  highlights  the  differences  be¬ 
tween  the  overtly  dogmatic  radical  and 
the  intuitive  politics  of  the  queen.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  this  highlighting  brings 
with  it  a  simplification  which  upsets 
the  miraculous  balance  between  the 
two  men  which  the  book  so  carefully 
maintained. 

Carefully  scripted  and  beautifully 
filmed,  Spider  Woman  is  a  fascinating 
meditation  of  the  roles  that  politics  and 
fantasy,  sexuality  and  sex  roles,  and 
action  and  feeling  play  in  our  lives.  It  is 
clear  that  writer  Schrader  and  director 
Babenco  (he  did  the  vivid  and  disturb¬ 
ing  Pixote  several  years  ago)  have 
understood  and  tried  to  come  to  terms 
with  all  of  these  issues.  If  Spider 
Woman  fails,  it  is  not  because  of  lack  of 
intelligence:  its  ambitions  carry  it  far 
beyond  most  other  movies.  But  if  there 
is  a  major  problem  it  is  that  the  film  is  a 
little  too  thought  out,  too  stylish,  a  little 
dead  in  the  center.  Maybe  it  is  the  cen¬ 
tral  performance  of  William  Hurt,  who 
seems  so  intent  on  avoiding  any  stereo¬ 
typing,  he  only  exhibits  the  edges  of  a 
character.  (This  is  not  the  view  of  most 
other  viewers,  including  the  jury  at 
Cannes  who  awarded  him  the  best  ac¬ 
ting  prize.)  Or  perhaps  it  is  what  hap¬ 
pens  when  you  try  to  literalize  anything 
—  even  movies  —  which  exist  in  the  im¬ 
agination  of  the  writer  and  the  reader. 

In  this  season  of  summer  movies, 
Spider  Woman’s  spark  of  intelligence, 
wit,  and  talent  is  certainly  welcome. 
And  although  flawed,  it  is  more  than 
simply  entertaining:  Kiss  of  the  Spider 
Woman  provokes.  Not  bad  in  this  age  of 
goonies,  gremlins,  and  Rambo. 

—  Michael  Bronski 
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